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THE TRUTH ABOUT 


Mixed Marriages 


WHAT TO DO ABOUT THEM 
Rev. John A. O’Brien, Ph.D. 


This new 96 page book presents the findings of trained 
investigators of every faith and shows how every comprehensive 
study leads to one conclusion: Mixed marriages have so many 
inherent difficulties and disadvantages that young people who 
wish to achieve deep and lasting happiness should avoid them. 


Father O’Brien shares the results of his forty years ex- 
perience in counseling young men and women of all faiths on 
problems of courtship and marriage. Because of this new book’s 
factual impact and generous insight and encouragement it is 
bound to lessen the heartaches and tears of a'l young couples 
and add to their joys and hoppiness. 


its aim is to safeguard and promote happiness of every 
couple contemplating marriage 
— the joy and happiness of the 
non-Catholic is of equal concern “Meets an urgent need ... 


as with that of the Catholic. timely and practical. It 
50c per copy postpaid merits millions of readers.” 
Five or more, 40c each postpaid ARCHBISHOP CUSHING 


$23.00 per 100, plus postage 


Helpful Reading for Young Men and Wemen 


HOW TO GET MARRIED (5) UNTIL DEATH DO US PART (44) 


SHALL | MARRY A NON-CATHOLIC? (131) FALLING IN LOVE (40) 
WINNING YOUR FRIEND FOR CHRIST (48) BOY MEETS GIRL (111) 
CONVERTS: HOW TO WIN THEM (100) HOW LOVE HELPS YOU (94) 
SO YOU THINK YOU’RE IN LOVE! (63) WATCH YOUR HABITS (113) 
THE TRUTH ABOUT CATHOLICS (110) NOW, HEAR OUR SIDE! (97) 
THE WEDDING SERVICE IN ENGLISH (105) LOVE FOR KEEPS (26) 


CATHOLIC MARRIAGE: HOW TO ACHIEVE IT? (45) AIDS TO PURITY (49) 
EXPLANATIONS FOR A STRANGER ATTENDING CATHOLIC SERVICES (81) 
NOVENA TO ST. MARY GORETTI (73) TRAINING IN CHASTITY (55) 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


we'll send you one copy of 
or The Truth About Mixed Marriages — PLUS 
any ten (10) of the above 10c pocket-size booklets! 
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Remember Me! 


I'm Still In The Family 


Rev. Richard Ginder 


NE time, toward the end of 
her life, the Little Flower had 
retired for the night when she felt 
something warm rising in her 
throat. She knew that this was a 
symptom of some new illness, a 
fresh trial, but she decided, for 
the love of God, to suppress her 
curiosity. She did not light the 
lamp to inspect her handkerchief. 
She waited until daybreak to see 
what had come to pass in her 
body. Only then did she find that 
she had hemorrhaged from the 
lungs. It was the beginning of the 
end. 

But one is always running across 
such incidents in the lives of the 
saints. Free of mortal and venial 
sin, free even from deliberate 
faults, they nevertheless take pen- 
ances on themselves enough, it 
would seem, to atone for the sins 
of a regiment. And still they keep 
protesting their lack of gratitude, 
their utter inability to suffer 
enough for the love of God. 

Reading such works, it rather 
brings us up short when we real- 
ize that only saints get into heav- 
en, that we will have to achieve 
moral perfection before we can see 


Then we take inner stock of 
ourselves and we are inclined to 
throw up our hands in despair. 
How can we ever become saints? 


It is at such moments that we 
thank God for His mercy in cre- 
ating purgatory. 


Heaven is for the totally good, 
hell is for the totally wicked. But 
there are infinite shades between 
white and black, infinite degrees 
of love and hatred. We know, 
however, that no man is lost as 
long as there is in his heart the 
least particle of love for God. 
Mortal sin, remember, is a com- 
plete turning from God to self. 
Anything short of that is venial 
sin — and ten thousand venial sins 
don’t make one mortal sin. 


A Consoling Belief 


Hence it is that I say purga- 
tory is one of the most consoling 
beliefs revealed by God to His 
Church. If we haven’t completed 
our work of perfection ourselves in 
this life, God simply takes over 
after’: death and finishes the job 


for us. 


I know of one Irish mother who 
keeps reminding her children, 
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2 THE FAMILY DIGEST 


“You don’t have proper respect for 
purgatory.” Respect — yes; but ter- 
ror — never. 


Not much has been revealed 
about the nature of purgatory; 
but it would certainly be a great 
mistake to consider it nothing bet- 
ter than a subsection of hell. It 
may be true, as some theologians 
hold, that the least pain of purga- 
tory far exceeds earth’s greatest 
pain, but nevertheless there is joy 
in purgatory and the suffering is 
endured in patience. 

The souls there are safe. They 
are beyond temptation. They know 
that they have won the victory. 
Theirs is the rational suffering of 
the man beneath the dentist’s drill. 
It hurts something fierce, but it’s 
a saving pain and we don’t want 
to leave that chair until the doc- 
tor has cleaned all the corruption 
out of that tooth. 

It’s all so reasonable and so con- 
soling. Our dead are still in the 
family. This particular friend, or 


that one, whom we buried last 
spring, may have been an awful 
braggart, something of a drinker, 
and swift with a deck of cards — 
no angel, certainly, but he was 
fundamentally a decent sort and, 
while we know he won't be can- 
onized this year or next, we still 
feel reasonably sure that he saved 
his soul. He died with a “C-plus,” 
anyway, with maybe a “B” for ef- 
fort. Certainly he’s not in hell. But 
just as certainly he’s not in heav- 
en! And we know that by our 
Masses and prayers we can still 
help our friend. 


Our Delicate Conscience 


One of the chief difficulties met 
by Protestants in their thinking of 
purgatory is an _ over-simplified 
idea of sin. In general, we Cath- 
olics have a much better inform- 
ed, a much more delicate con- 
science. That’s a result of confes- 
sion, entailing as it does a periodic 
scrutiny of the record. We commit 
our sins, just as big and ugly as 
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I’M STILL IN THE FAMILY 


our neighbors’, perhaps, but we 
know what we're doing. And when 
we prepare for Communion, we 
hesitate. “That was a pretty rough 
job of detraction I did last night,” 
we think. “I was extremely un- 
charitable. . . Wonder if it was a 
mortal sin. . .” 

Whereas your average Protest- 
ant thinks of sin in big bold out- 
lines: murder, robbery, assault, 
arson. As long as a person doesn’t 
kill, get drunk, or steal — as long 
as he stays respectable, he’s safe 
and hence there is no need of 
purgatory. 

If not, then the non-Catholic 
goes whole hog the other way and 
insists that we’re all washed clean 
in the blood of the Lamb and you 
can't lose out unless you back- 
slide. (I’ve never been able to have 
this backsliding business properly 
explained to me. Can a man be 
“saved” a second time after back- 
sliding? — and just what is it that 
constitutes a proper backslide?) 

Also, there is the indubitable 
fact that Sacred Scripture has not 
much to say about purgatory and, 
having cut themselves off from the 
living tradition of Christianity, 
they will profess nothing not ex- 
plicitly mentioned in the Bible — 
their Bible — and that on their 
own terms. 

Nevertheless, the Second Book 
of the Macchabees speaks of pray- 


er for the dead (and therefore the 
Reformers simply dropped that 
book from the Protestant Bible; 
this venerable dodge is known as 
“shooting the witness”). Regarded 
as pure history, though — and they 
must admit that it is at least that 
— it shows that the Jews of the 
pre-Christian era prayed for their 
dead as, indeed, Jews do to this 
day. And Our Lord never reproved 
the custom. 

Further, we find texts in the 
New Testament that imply the ex- 
istence of purgatory, that we just 
couldn’t figure out if there were 
no purgatory; and by the time the 
Church moved into the catacombs, 
we find the walls covered with 
plaintive inscriptions begging the 
prayers of passers-by. 

Once again we can thank God 
for the fullness of His Christian- 
Catholic revelation. We have so 
many spiritual comforts that our 
neighbors lack. But we must act on 
our faith by praying, all through 
November especially for our de- 
ceased family and friends, for our 
Bishops and priests, for our bene- 
factors, those whom we have hurt 
or scandalized, for all those who 
have no one on earth to pray for 
them: that God may speed the 
time of their purification and join 
thern soon to the number of the 
saints reigning with Him in 
heaven. 


I never knew any man who came to greatness and eminence 
who lay in bed in the morning.—Jonathan Swift. 


One man with courage makes a majority.—Andrew Jackson. 
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A Unique Job 


The Pope’s Housekeeper 


Religious News Service Feature 


CERMAN-BOEN Sister Pasqual- 

ina has one of the most unique 
jobs in the world — she is house- 
keeper to Pope Pius XII. 


Sister Pasqualina directs the do- 
mestic staff of the Papal house- 
hold. But more important are the 
tasks she has assumed of looking 
after the health and general wel- 
fare of the spiritual leader of more 
than four hundred million souls. 


The little Bavarian village of Eb- 
ersbach knew her as Fraulein Leh- 
nert. Its people had faith in her 
ability to rise in the world, but 
little did they think that one day 
she would hold a key post in the 
Vatican Palace. 

Sister Pasqualina first went to 
work for Pope Pius some 35 years 
ago. As Eugenio Pacelli he had 
just been appointed Apostolic Nun- 
cio to Bavaria and was looking for 
servants. He had Mario Stoppa, 
his driver and man-of-all-work, but 
needed someone to care for the 
house and do the cooking. 

Archbishop Pacelli remembered 
a nun who acted as procurator- 
general in the Swiss convent where 
he spent many of his vacations. 


Her efficiency in running the 
convent had always impressed 
him. It was not long before 
Sister Pasqualina transferred her 
talents to the Papal Nunciature 
in Bavaria. 


Sister Pasqualina followed 


. Eugenio Pacelli from one Papal 


position to another and finally 
went to the Vatican on his eleva- 
tion to the Chair of Peter and Su- 
preme Pontiff of the Church. 


Now, with the routine of look- 
ing after the Pope second nature 
to her, Sister Pasqualina has be- 
come an institution in the Vatican. 
Very little is seen or heard of her, 
but her contribution to the smooth 
running of the Pontiff’s schedule 
is effective and real. 


Her Day 


Her day begins when Pope Pius 
arises at about six in the morning. 
She waits outside the Papal bed- 
room until Pope Pius makes his 
appearance. Then she asks: “Is 
there anything special that Your 
Holiness wants today?” 


And the answer usually is: “No, 
thank you, nothing.” 
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THE POPE’S HOUSEKEEPER 


There is a reason for such a 
question because Sister Pasqualina 
acts as a rather special and private 
almoner of the Pope. She answers 
letters addressed to him personally 
and disburses, to causes she thinks 
sufficiency worthy, sums from the 
charity fund which Pope Pius has 
turned over to her. 

Those who know the Papal 
housekeeper say that she has an 
instinct for discerning, from the 
host of begging letters received, 
the genuine needy. 


In Her ‘Spare Time’ 


Apart from begging letters, there 
are those requesting advice, audi- 
ences with the Pontiff, and favors 
other than money. She deals with 
them all in her spare time. 

One of Sister Pasqualina’s main 
tasks is looking after the Papal 
wardrobe, which can be a difficult 
job at times. 

For instance, Pope Pius wears a 
white cassock with long, detach- 
able cuffs which soil easily. At cer- 
tain suitable times, away from the 
attention of the public, Sister Pas- 
qualina enters with a fresh pair of 
cuffs. So much a habit has the 
changing become that the Pontiff 
hardly notices. 

Very often, too, Sister Pasqual- 
ine is there at the end of Papal 
audiences with a piece of cotton 
wool and a bowl of disinfectant. 
This is a necessary precaution as 
regards the “Fisherman’s Ring” 
worn by the Pope. With so many 
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people kissing it, there is always 
the danger of germs. 

The nun also supervises the 
Pope’s meals. 

Breakfast is a simple affair — 
coffee and a few biscuits. Sister 
Pasqualina often suggests an egg, 
but Pope Pius will have no part of 
an egg. 

Lunch, too, is a simple meal 
which, like the others, Pope Pius 
eats alone. It consists of a plate 
of soup and usually a chop. In 
addition, the menu may include 
fruit and a small quantity of white 
wine from the local Alban hills. 

The Papal dinner is similar to 
the lunch, but more easily con- 
trolled by his housekeeper. She in- 
sists that he keep regular hours 
for his meal and isn’t afraid of re- 
minding him of it, even if it means 
interfering with visitors or work. 

Sister Pasqualina ends her tasks 
when the Pope does; more often 
than not when she says the day’s 
labor must stop. 


‘One O’Clock, Your Holiness’ 


A late night visitor to St. Peter’s 
Square can see a window high up 
on the top floor of the Vatican Pal- 
ace lighted until well after 1 a.m. 
This is the window of the Pope’s 
study. 

Since he has to be up again 
around six in the morning, it is 
common for Sister Pasqualina to 
put her head around the door of 
the study and say: “One o'clock, 
Your Holiness.” 
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6 THE FAMILY DIGEST 


With a brief “very well,” Pope 
Pius puts away his papers and re- 
tires. Sister Pasqualina is finished 
for the day. 


But it is not all housework for 
the director of the Papal domestic 
staff, 


Sometimes she goes for a ride 
in a Vatican car with the Pope’s 
personal physician, Dr. Galeazzi- 
Lisi. This is one of the few ways 
in which the doctor gets to know 


what is happening to his patient. 

Sister Pasqualina also writes art- 
icles about her impressions of Italy, 
signing them only with a letter P., 
to be printed in Catholic newspa- 
pers, which never disclose her 
identity. 

Although a kind of secrecy sur- 
rounds Pope Pius’ housekeeper, it 
is in keeping with her general de- 
sire to escape the limelight. She 
works only to serve the Pontiff and 
the Church. 


Heads Up! 


“That’s no visiting lecturer—that’s my husband!” 


These words might be spoken by an increasing number of 
wives and mothers participating in discussion groups on the 
family. For, the Family Apostolate quarterly here reports, the 
head of the home is speaking up more nowadays. 

Discussion groups on the family “are coming more and more 
to be of the Mr.-and-Mrs. than of the mothers’ club variety,” 
the publication issued by Family Life Bureau of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference says. 

“Similarly, marriage forums and institutes have both hus- 
bands and wives for participants more than heretofore.” 

Watch out, girls—maybe this is only the beginning! 

“The tendency actively to interest the men more and more 
in these activities is a wholesome one, and is to be commended 
and encouraged in every way,” the Family Apostolate goes on. 
“One beneficial result will be that it will remind fathers again 
that they are the head of the home.” 


Word to Fathers 


You have the responsibility for the spiritual well-being of 
your children. You have the authority of God resting in you 
as the heads of families. It is your responsibility to direct and 
instruct your children in the obligations of virtue and faith. 
Then, and only then, will there be an adequate solution of the 
problems of youth—Bishop George W. Ahr of Trenton. 
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Youth's Primary N wed 


A Real Home 


L. Vossberg 


Rev. Roger 


HAT children and young 
-people need most today are 
Pa and Ma! 


Even the young folks realize it. 
The other day a teen-ager was 
complaining: “Gosh, it seems I 
haven’t been home for a month.” 

Extra-curricular activities at 
school, meetings of clubs and or- 
ganizations, and commercial en- 
tertainment had kept her away 
from the best friends she has — 
her Pa and Ma.-and her brothers 
and sisters. 


And if Pa and Ma are the right 
kind, they should be complaining 
too. They seldom see their Johns 
and Mary Janes. They regret this 
coup d’ etat by the schools, youth 
organizations, and entertainment 
centers. 


It must have “been God Who 
first said: “There’s no place like 
home.” Anyway, the home is God’s 
first choice for rearing children. 
It is still the best — even in this 
“progressive” 20th century. 

The school, even the Catholic 
school, and youth organizations 
were meant to be only an adjunct 
and aid to the home. But now for 
many years they are beginning to 


work against the home. They 
draw children out of the home and 
separate them too much from their 
parents. 


Schools are necessary, of course. 
Organizations for youth and recre- 
ation centers have a place in mod- 
ern society, too. 


But our society of today is over- 
organized. There is a multitude of 
boys’, girls’, and young people’s 


organizations. We have  kinder- 
gartens, nursery schools, and I 
guess, prenursery schools. Even 


baby-sitting may become an or- 
ganized institution before long. 
And then parents will have no re- 
sponsibility except to pay so much 
per week and visit their children 
at visiting hours now and then. 


We're All At Fault 


All of us are to blame in some 
way for this anomalous situation 
in our society. We have fallen 
prey to the trend of the times, 
even giving encouragement to it. 
We foolishly look for the salvation 
of our children and society in 
schools and organizations. 


Our salvation, individual and 
social, is in the Christian home. No 
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man-made substitute can replace 
what God designed to be the 
cradle of character, culture, and 
civilization. 

Our teaching in schools and 
preaching in churches must for- 


ever point to the primacy of the 
home. 


If new movements, programs, 
and organizations are to be start- 
ed, these questions should be 
faced first: 


1) Will this movement or or- 
ganization bolster or harm family 
life in this parish or community? 


2) Will it unnecessarily lure 
children and young people from 
the influence of a good home? 


Parents may wonder what they 
can do to reclaim their children 
from the schools, organizations, 
and commercial entertainment. 
Here are some suggestions— 


1) Discuss the problem with 
other parents. Exchange your ideas 
with theirs. And when the presi- 
dent of your PTA or Christian 
Mothers’ society calls for “Any 
new business?” bring the problem 
to the floor. The discussion should 
be spontaneous from there. 

2) Make your home a happy 
home where your children can 
play and have wholesome fun 
with their playmates. Play with 
your children. Contribute to their 
fun in your home. Welcome their 
friends. You might have to over- 
look at times the shattered flower 
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vase, scuffed furniture, and char- 
red pans. 

Remember, your home is not 
supposed to be a museum! It’s a 
place for living and playing. 

Live And Play At Home 


Your home should be the chief 
place of courtship for your daugh- 
ter. She will bring her friends 
there if you have made her feel 
they are welcome. What place is 
better and more wholesome than 
the home for fun and recreation? 


3) Have some brothers and sis- 
ters for your children! 

Because they have no brothers 
or sisters, children leave home to 
find recreation. For the same rea- 
son, schools and organizations 
find it “necessary” to teach child- 
ren how to have fun, how to get 
along with others, and how to 
practice citizenship and democ- 
racy, as they say. 

In a home where there are 
brothers and sisters, these ele- 
mentary things are learned even 
before the child gets to school. As 
one mother put it: “I don’t send 
my children to school to get the 
rough edges taken off. That’s al- 
ready done before they get there!” 
She has ten children. 

At a wedding dinner recently, 
the bridesmaid, an only child, 
made this lament: “It certainly 
must be fun to have brothers and 
sisters.” She saw the happiness and 
affection bestowed on the bridé by 
her eight brothers and sisters. The 
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A REAL HOME 


bridesmaid knew she had missed 
something precious in life. 

In a family where there are two 
children, the mother had express- 
ed the thought of adopting an- 
other child. Her teen-age daugh- 


“Oh, mom, can’t we have a baby 
sister?” asked the teen-ager. 

“And Id like a baby brother, 
too,” Junior chimed in. 

Children need Pa and Ma and 
brothers and sisters more than they 


need_ schools, clubs, and com- 
mercial entertainment! 


Love Your Children As They Are 


We all want our children to be brilliant and beautiful, and 
it is only natural to feel disappointed when they seem to be 
neither. 

But do you think it helps to let him sense your disappoint- 
ment, or to compare them to their great disadvantage with 
other children? 

You know the sort of thing ... “Why can’t you behave 
like your cousin?” or “You'll never be as good as your sister!” 

I wonder if parents and teachers realize how hurtful and 
damaging such remarks can be. 

How much jealousy and ill-feeling in families, how much 
bad behavior and poor work in school could be traced back to the 
despairing rage and resentment, the settled feelings of inferior- 
ity, that develop in a child told repeatedly that he will never be 
as good as someone else? 

If you want your children to grow up self-confident, able to 
overcome difficulties and accept disappointment, sociable and 
happy in nature, then you must love them for themselves and 
accept them as they are. 

If you are constantly wishing they had qualities which they 
| haven't got, they will grow up feeling always that they have 
been a disappointment to you, that they are failures. 
| They will be unable to use to the full those qualities and ' 

capacities that they have been given. 

Whatever handicaps they begin with will be increased and 
they may indeed be failures. 

So love them for what they are, for what they look like, 
what they do, and forget about the qualities they don’t have. 

And the fewer comparisons you make, whether compli- 
mentary or otherwise, the better.—The Universe, London. 


ter and ten-year old son jumped 
for joy. 
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The Laity Ought to Know | 


Canon Law Is 


! 


Not So Bad 


Rev. Claiborne Lafferty 


T? THE average person Canon 

Law is something vague and 
mysterious, even slightly threaten- 
ing. It is easy for an old-time pas- 
tor to back up an order or threat- 
en a penalty because “That is 
Canon Law.” It may not be Canon 
Law at all but neither the priest 
nor the layman knows it. It is 
much like Mother’s authority. She 
enforces an order, just because 
“Mother says so.” The child real- 
izes that Mother is right but does 
not get the reason. The inquiring 
layman knows the answer of the 
priest is right but he wishes he 
could understand why Canon Law 
should concern itself with this par- 
ticular problem. 


Canon Law was not devised to 
hinder you in what you want to 
do. It was devised to help you get 
to heaven by putting in order, the 
external and internal functioning 
of the Church. Your rights and 
duties are defined and your rights 


are protected and your duties en- 
forced by wise regulations. 

The spirit of the Code of Canon 
Law is one of helpfulness. There 
is no wish to intrude and it limits 
itself often quite unnecessarily. 
The very first Canon in the Code 
puts a barrier on itself. It states 
that it is meant for those belong- 
ing to the Latin Rite and those 
alone. It specifically excludes the 
faithful belonging to the so-called 
Oriental Rites who are in union 
with Rome. It does not touch non- 
Catholics. 

While the faithful may have 
grounds to steer away from the 
Code of Canon Law (it is written 
in Latin), there should not be a 
similar tendency on the part of 
priests. Some of the Canons are 
difficult to understand but the 
great majority are perfectly clear 
and the Latin not too difficult. 
Every diocese has canonists train- 
ed in the intricacies of the Law 
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who are always willing to help 
the puzzled figure out the mean- 
ing of legislation.; 


If more were familiar with how 
the law of the Church was before 
the Code appeared in 1918 they 
would be grateful for its compar- 
ative simplicity. Before then there 
was no Code. Laws had piled up 
from the very time of Saint Peter 
and there was no one place in 
which all of them could be found. 
Any number of collections had 
been made down through the ages 
but none of them was complete. 
The Code settled all that by put- 
ting all the laws in one convenient 
volume. 


The Work Of Pius X 


We are indebted ‘to Blessed Pius 
X for this. That great Pope, who 
ascended the Papal throne so un- 
willingly and apparently so un- 
prepared, turned out to be one of 
the wisest of all time. The holi- 
ness of his will gave us early Com- 
munion for the children and the 
clarity of his intellect gave us the 
Code of Canon Law. He died be- 
fore the completion of this legal 
work and his successor, the little 
understood Benedict XV promul- 
gated it, modestly attributing the 
whole thing to his humble pre- 
decessor. 


In its form the Code is orderly 


and clear. It is divided into five 
books, the books into parts, the 
parts into sections, the sections 
into titles, the titles into chapters, 


‘graphs, and numbers. On reading 


the chapters into articles, and each 
article is made up of Canons which 
may be sub-divided into para- 


that over it does not look so simple 
at that but with the whole Code 
in front of you it is easy to trace 
down in the index just the point 
you want. The Canons are num- 
bered consecutively according to 
their place in the volume so that 
any Canon can be referred to by 
its number and easily found. There 
are 2,414 of them, a goodly num- 
ber, but the Church has a goodly 
number of things and persons to 
watch over and safeguard. 
The five books treat of general 
norms governing the interpreta- 
tion of the whole work, of per- 
sons, of things, of judicial pro- 
cesses, and of crimes and punish- 
ments. Everything is covered. For 
instance in Book II, which deals 
with persons, the divisions are into 
a part for clerics, a part for re- 
ligious, male and female, and a 
part for the laity. Clerics are sec- 
tioned into clerics in general and 
clerics in specie. Under the latter 
come the Pope, Cardinals, Bish- 
ops, pastors and all who assist 
these. To show that Canon Law 
should not be too big a burden 
on the layman there are 595 Can- 
ons regarding the clergy and only 
forty-three for the laity. 
Canon Law And Marriage 


That does not mean, of course, 
that the laity are not bound by 
the other Canons, they certainly 


| 
| 
: 


12 THE FAMILY DIGEST 


are and the ones of most particul- 
ar interest and of most frequent 
application unfortunately are those 
on matrimony. It is when a mar- 
riage difficulty comes up that the 
layman turns for relief to Canon 
Law. 


Each marriage case is different; 
some of them very difficult. A 
great deal of misunderstanding 
comes from the fact that some- 
body has heard of a case just like 
mine in which the parties after a 
bust-up had been declared free to 
marry. On the surface the cases 
may look alike but there are al- 
ways circumstances and conditions 
which change the case. It is the 
same in civil law. No two cases 
coming before a judge are exactly 
alike; if they were they would not 
be brought into court for that par- 
‘ticular point has already been de- 
cided. 

The steps to be taken in a matri- 
monial trial are all set out lucidly 
in the Code; lucidly, that is, for 
the canonist. There are many 
things to be done with which the 
layman and the average priest 
cannot be expected to be familiar. 
The normal process is for the per- 
son to consult his pastor, the pas- 
tor to consult the diocesan matri- 
monial tribunal and trained can- 
onists take over from there. The 
basic principal before the eyes of 
all Ecclesiastical Judges and their 
helpers is to safeguard the sanc- 
tity of the sacrament while at the 
same time being sure that no two 


persons are bound to live in a 
union which is not valid. 


The legislator realizes all ‘too 
well that a canon which might 
seem perfectly clear and explicit 
in his eyes would present an en- 
tirely different face to even a 
Canon lawyer. The law-giver is 
familiar with all the circumstances 
going into its formation, the pre- 
liminary study and _ discussion, 
while the lawyer is not. The form- 
er knows the whole background 
and can interpret in its light, 
while the latter has only the word 
of the law to go on. For that rea- 
son the Pope, very prudently set 
up a Commission for the Authen- 
tic Interpretation of the Code of 
Canon Law. Doubts as_ to the 
meaning of a particular Canon can 
be referred to this commission and 
an authoritative declaration of 
what the law means will be forth- 
coming. 

Exceptions 

The Code is meant for the en- 
tire world but certain of its pro- 
visions may turn out to impose a 
hardship on a particular country 
or even be slightly incongruous. 
Even if they do not levy a heavier 
burden they may be more appro- 
priate to one country than to an- 
other. In such cases exceptions are 
readily granted: The United States 
has its favors. For instances Canon 
1247.1 enumerates the Holy Days 
of obligation for the Universal 
Church. Ten of them are listed. 
In Italy everyone must go to Mass 
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on the Epiphany, Corpus Christi, © 


Saint Joseph’s day, and the feasts 
of Saints Peter and Paul. Ameri- 
cans, by special dispensation, do 
not have to observe these feasts as 
Holy Days of Obligation. 


Again Canon 1252.2 lists among 
the days of fast and abstinence 
the Fridays and Saturdays of 
Lent. To avoid two meatless days 
in succession to which the people 
of this country do not seem to be 
particularly attracted, the abstin- 
ence has_ been transferred from 
Saturday to Wednesday. We are 
so accustomed to this that we do 
not realize that it is an exception 
just for us. 

Through all law, Canon and 
civil, great deference is shown to 
heads of nations, the rulers of 
countries. Canon 1557.1 reserves 
to the Soverign Pontiff the trial 
of cases involving those who hold 
the supreme power in a state, their 
children, and the one who is next 
in succession. Thus if we should 
ever have a Catholic President 
and one of his children should be 
involved in a marriage case, the 
case would go to the Pope and 
not to the Archbishop of Washing- 
ton. Our governors are not always 
held in the highest esteem by all 
our voters but Canon Law attri- 
butes to them the supreme power 
in a soverign state. Their cases and 
those of their children go to the 
Pope. inferior ecclesiastic 
judge would be competent to 
handle them. 
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Canon Law emphasizes that 
fundamental tenent of the Church 
that the Bishop and the pastor. are 
the ones for the faithful to rely 
upon. The Bishop is the center for 
the diocese; the pastor for the par- 
ish. There is only one Bishop or 
Ordinary and only one pastor. 
Auxiliary Bishops are assistants 
for the diocese, just as priests are 
assistant pastors in one parish. 
The Church wants stability so the 
Bishop is head of the diocese for 
life and the Code would like to 
have pastors unchanged. 


If you did not know it pastors 
are divided into removal and irre- 
movable. Canon Law prefers the 
latter but permits the Bishop to 
declare at the erection of a new 
parish whether the pastor should 
be removable or irremovable. 
Foreseeing that some Bishop may 
be stuck with an irremovable pas- 
tor unsuited to that particular par- 
ish it provides a judicial process 
for removing an irremovable pas- 
tor. 


When this particular section is 
reached in the course of study of 
Canon Law the Professor always 
finds a class highly intrigued. There 
is also a process for the removal 
of a removable pastor and strange 
to say in some respects it is eas- 
ier to remove an irremovable pas- 
tor than a removable one. In both 
cases, of course, the pastor does 
not want to be changed. Gener- 
ally he will be assigned a better 
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parish so this process is not of too 
frequent occurance. ' 
Easy On The Laity 


If Canon Law is severe in per- 
mitting a reluctant irremovable 
pastor to be removed, it is not 
very severe on the laity. Some of 
the laws which sound strict are 
in reality the greatest safeguard. 
For instance all the marriage for- 
malities, the banns, the necessity 
of the pastor or a priest given per- 
mission by him to perform the 
ceremony, the preliminary investi- 
gation, are for protection. It is not 
always easy to live in peace and 
harmony with one who while hav- 
ing the finest qualities, has lost 
the glamour of courtship days. 
God’s grace—and plenty of it—is 
necessary to see you through dom- 
estic crises and unless you are val- 
idly married you do not get them. 
Matrimony is a sacrament which 
gives special graces to those who 
receive it to be able to fulfill its 
obligations. But unless it is validly 
entered into, and all the regula- 
tions are to insure its validity, 
these graces are not given and you 
may lose your man. Catholic spon- 
sors are required at Baptism be- 
cause faith is a precious gift that 
must be nurtured and only those 
of the faith can succeed the par- 
ents in fostering it. 


It must be confessed, however, 
that Canon Law can be harsh at 
times. For instance, you will in- 
cur a dire penalty if you lay viol- 


ent ‘hands on the Pope. The same © 
is true if you embezzle church 
funds. Also you may not sell your 
neighbor into slavery. You may 
not take part in a duel. 


There are certain points in 
which the civil and canon law 
could conflict. These are the so- 
called zones of competency for 
both. The State has a right to 
regulate for the civil effects of 
marriage, inheritance, support of 
the children, and require a mar- 
riage license. 

In countries which have diplo- 
matic ties with the Holy See this 
is covered by a Concordat, a 
treaty between the Pope and the 
nation. Where, as in the United 
States, there is no Concordat it 
is worked out as best it can be. At 
present we are having difficulties 
over our schools. If we had had a 
Concordat undoubtedly this ques- 
tion would already have been 
settled in its terms. 


To show that there is no host- 
ility to civil law, some of its laws 
are “canonized” by the Code. Thus 
canon 1059 acknowledges as its 
own whatever the statutes of a 
particular place say in regard to 
adoption. 

In Italy just the opposite takes 
place. Italian law states that all 
Italian citizens are bound by the 
laws of the Church in regard to 
marriage. That is why so many 
young men in lay attire are seen 
going in and out of the Canon 


CANON LAW IS NOT SO BAD 15 


Law Schools. In order to practice 
law. they must know the Canon 
Law on marriage. 

As a final consolation for you 
the Code of Canon Law has pro- 
vided a process for your beatifica- 
tion and eventual canonization. All 


you have to do is to lead a life 
of heroic sanctity, work miracles 
both before and after you die and 
the Code will see to it that the 
process is properly attended to. 
You will not be declared to be in 
heaven if you are not there. 


On Book Burning 


Father Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R., dean of the School of 
Sacred Theology of the Catholic University, believes the gov- 
ernment has a duty to censor books it places in its overseas 
libraries. 


Father Connell, one of the top moral theologians in the 
United States, approved the recently modified policy of the 
State Department in regard to books in its information centers 
abroad. Writing in a recent issue of Catholic Men, he labelled 
as “utterly unrealistic” the claim that every book-reader has 
enough intelligence and good judgment to read anything and 
everything without being misled. 

Refering to cases “where books insidiously defend the 
philosophy of communism, perhaps without even mentioning 
it,’ Father Connell asserted that “it is not logical to declare 
that banning such books is a violation of American freedom.” 
He went on to say that the effect of such books on many readers 
“could easily be the acceptance of ideas diametrically opposed 
to our principles of freedom.” 


Father Connell held that in order to protect national liberty 
there must be curbs on individual liberty, including a reason- 
able censorship of books available to the public. 


“No one objects to laws restricting the sale of poison,” 
he said. “Why then should anyone object to measures control- 
ling the distribution of books, magazines, or newspapers which 
would poison the minds of many readers? 


“Every decent person agrees that obscene writings should 
be banned, but some do not seem to realize that false philoso- 
phies of life can also be harmful and can be acquired by those 
who, perhaps even reading for entertainment, have not sufficient 
acumen to detect false statements and false conclusions.” 


Running Toward Sanctity 


Saints You and Me 


Charles Davenport 


D® you ever read the “Purloined 

Letter” by Edgar Allen Poe? 
I remember when we had it in 
high school, purloined sounded 
like parboiled to me, so I rushed 
to the dictionary to see what on 
earth had been done to the letter. 
I was keenly disappointed when I 
discovered that it had only been 
stolen. 


The plot of the story is that a 
letter was stolen (purloined) and 
the detectives were certain that it 
was in a definite apartment. In 
their search, they examined every 
inch of the place, even poked in 
between the book covers. But no 
letter. The man who stole it, sim- 
ply turned the envelope inside 
out, readdressed it and laid it on 
the table. His theory was that if 
you make a thing obvious enough, 
nobody will notice it. 

Experts on the spiritual life tell 
us that we do almost the same 
thing with sanctity. They say our 
way to sanctity is the will of God 
and that it is so obvious that we 
don’t even notice it. 


With that bit of information im- 
parted to us, we naturally have 
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two questions we want answered 
—why is the will of God such a 
great means to sanctity? and how 
is it so obvious? . 


The reason the will of God is 
our great means to sanctity is this. 
Sanctity consists in being united 
to God. On earth we are united 
to God by being in the state of 
grace, by having our minds reach 
God by faith and our wills united 
to Him through charity. In heaven 
we will be united to Him by know- 
ing Him as He knows Himself and 
loving Him as He loves Himself. 
That is what God intended for us 
when He brought us into the world. 
and had us baptized. 

Since God is what He is, every 
creature has been made by Him 
and has to be ordered to Him. 
You might picture God’s action as 
a great stream that flows out from 
Him and goes through all crea- 
tion and then returns to Him again. 
God wills that at every instant we 
be in that stream which will re- 
turn us to Him to be united to 
Him forever. At every instant 
God’s will definitely has some- 
thing for us to do which will bring 
us closer to that final union. At 
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every instant we must accept God’s 
will with faith and love. 


“But there’s the rub,” you say. 
“How can we know God’s will.” I 
think we can begin by something 
that happened to me last summer. 
My wife and I were reading the 
life of St. Paul together. Sudden- 
ly, Irene said, “Why, you can see 
why God chose St. Paul to be the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. There were 
four worlds stacked one on top 
of the other. The Greek speaking 
world, so you’d want someone who 
spoke Greek. St. Paul did. There 
was the Roman world government. 
You’d want a Roman citizen. St. 
Paul was one. There were the Jews 
living in the pagan world who un- 
derstood the pagans and yet kept 
their true faith. St. Paul was a Jew 
living in that world. There was the 
world of the Palestinian Jews. 
You'd want someone who knew it 
too. St. Paul studied under the top 
Rabbi in Jerusalem.” 


It was so obvious. God chose St. 
Paul because he was so well quali- 
fied. So obvious. But obviously 
backwards. I’m sure Irene thought 
I was tripping a light fantastic in 
logic when I told her, “No. God 
never chooses anyone because they 
are fitted for a job. God chooses 
someone . . . then fits them for the 
job.” 

That makes a lot of difference, 
you know. If you think God choos- 
es you to do something for Him 
because you have acquired a cer- 
tain set of qualifications, then that 


leaves you pretty much on your 
own... and you just have to hope 
you qualify. But if you realize that 
God chooses everyone of us for a 
very definite job here on earth and 
by His loving Providence directs us 
towards that work, well, things be- 
gin to look up. Now, that’s exact- 
ly what God does. Do the job God 
has cut out for you and you'll be a 
Saint. 

“Fine,” you say. “But you're still 
up in the air. How am I going to 
know what God’s will for me is? 
This is the question, you will re- 
call.” And the answer: God’s will 
for you is—everything that happens 
in your life. 

That of course brings up the 
problem of sin. So let’s get it out 
of the way first. No, God doesn’t 
will sin. Theologians say He wills 
to permit sin. There’s no point in 
getting ourselves sidetracked by a 
long and complicated discussion 
about free will and the omnipo- 
tence of God, about sufficient and 
efficacious grace. Let’s leave it at 
—God wills to permit sin. And if 
we have the misfortune to sin, well 
God takes up our life from there 
and goes on with it. St. Paul wrote: 
“For those who love God all things 
work together unto good” and St. 
Augustine added from his own ex- 
perience “even sin.” He went on 
to explain that God would never 
allow evil to happen unless He 
were so good and all powerful that 
He can bring good out of evil. 
However, this isn’t an invitation to 
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sin; one of the things God could 
bring out of our sin is the revela- 
tion of His divine justice. 

With the exception of sin (which 
He only wills to permit), every- 
thing else in your life and mine is 
the will of God. And that’s what 
makes spiritual writers say that in 
a way the will of God is so obvious 
that we don’t notice it. Who would 
ever think you and I could become 
saints just by doing what we are 
already doing? Yet that’s what the 
experts say. 


There’s no doubt that God wills 
us to be saints, there’s also no doubt 
that all the circumstances of our 
life, just as they are now, are the 
will of God. The proof of it is 
that if God did will us to be dif- 
ferent or doing something else, we 
would. 


You and I have to get up in the 
morning, eat breakfast, shave, go 
to work some place, come home 
and act like a Christian husband 
and father. We go to Mass, re- 
ceive the Sacraments and say our 
prayers. Our wives take care of 
the house and the kids go to 
school. Simple, humdrum, every- 
day things, and yet willed for us 
just as much as God willed St. Paul 
to be a great apostle and saint. 
We have only one thing to do. Ac- 
cept those things as sent by God 
and do them for love of God. 

Change your mind, and change 
your life. Do what you're already 
doing but do it with the intention 


of pleasing God and you’re making 
great steps—no, you're running — 
towards sanctity. 


All this doesn’t mean we can 
fold our hands and sigh piously, 
“God'll take care of everything.” 
God already has taken care of a 
whole lot. He has given us a 
head. We are supposed to use it. 
There are decisions for us to make 
that will help us be better hus- 
bands and wives. It’s also part of 
God’s will that we try to improve 
our lives and ourselves. If we ask 
His help in those decisions, His 
Providence will take care of that 
too. And as you grow in holiness, 
you will find that the Holy Spirit 
directs your decisions more and 
more. 


And of course, all the things that 
happen to us are the. will of God. 
Really they don’t “happen.” God’s 
Providence is working there too. 
We are to accept with faith and 
especially with love the accidents, 
the misfortunes, the worries, the 
disappointments in life. 


So there you have it. It’s as ob- 
vious as the purloined letter on the 
table. The commandments of God 
and His Church, the duties of our 
state in life, the things that hap- 
pen, all of them are God’s will for 
us. St. Paul wrote: “This is God’s 
will, your sanctification.” You can 
turn it around: This is your sancti- 
fication—the will of God. Let’s 
give the world a break. Let’s be 
Saints You and Me, 
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A Short Story 


Suitable for Dad 


Helen L. 


Renshaw 


jt all began shortly after Cherry 

and her husband Albert came 
back to the old home to live with 
Mom and Dad Williams. 

“Just until we find a suitable 
place of our own... and for a 
suitable price,” they said. 

Dad was never fully aware that 
he was the one who actually initi- 
ated the rehabilitation of his house. 
He was the one who said to Cher- 
ry, “You might just as well stay on 
here, it'll be your house one of 
these days anyway. But if you real- 
ly want a place, just go get a 
house, any house you can afford 
and then work it over until it pleas- 
es you.” 

“Like this?” Cherry said quick- 
ly, pointing to two pictures in one 
of her house decoration magazines. 
“One is the ‘before’ and the other 
the ‘after’ picture.” 

Dad looked and nodded. “Like 
that.” 

Mom leaned close and looked 
too. “My land! It looks almost like 
‘our house, Dad. The ‘before’ pic- 
ture, I mean.” 


Dad knew Mom didn’t mean any 
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complaint at all. She was just 
pointing out a rather startling re- 
semblance. But it was enough to 
prod Cherry’s imaginative mind 
into action. Almost immediately 
she leaped to an utterly fantastic 
conclusion. 


“If the ‘before’ picture looks like 
our house, then what’s to prevent 
our changing it to look like the 
‘after’?” 

Dad snorted. “Just several thou- 
sand dollars, that’s all. That and 
the fact that Mom and I like this 
place just fine the way it is.” 

Cherry’s extravagantly large eyes 
questioned Mom. “But you don’t, 
Mom. Not really. I'll bet you’d just 
love a beautiful living room like 
this . . . and look at the kitchen. 
It’s a dream!” 

Mom studied the pictures, and 
Dad saw that warm color had 
flushed her cheeks the way it did 
when she was particularly pleased. 
“Well now .. . it is real neat and 
pretty.” She avoided Dad’s eyes. 
“And I always did like those big 
stoves. The ones with two ovens 
to cook in.” 
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Cherry clapped her hands. “I 
knew it!” She gave Mom a quick 
squeeze and flew across the room 
to Albert. She whispered some- 
thing in his ear. “Please... 
please, do say yes, darling .. .” 

Dad didn’t know what she was 
wheedling for, but whatever it was, 
Albert might as well give up. 
When Albert grinned Cherry threw 
her arms around his neck and 
bounced up. Her eyes, bright with 
excitement, made Dad think back 
to the time he’d taken her to her 
first circus. 

“Darlings!” she cried. “You're 


going to have that wonderful home _ 


you've always dreamed of having. 
Albert and I are going to give it to 
you.” 

After the first shock of surprise, 
Dad held up his hand. “Wait a 
minute, Baby. Who said your Mom 
and I have been dreaming about a 
wonderful house? Why, we like 

Cherry flew to his side and 
planted a brief kiss on his nose. 
“Now it’s all decided. We’ve want- 
ed to do something specially nice 
for a long time.” She laughed a 
little self-consciously. “The only 
catch is you'll have to put up with 
Albert and me. We'll use the 
down-payment money and a little 
more to make the wonderful 
changes. It makes a lot more sense 
than trying to buy when the mar- 
ket’s so high.” 

Maybe it was the look in Mom’s 


eye, or maybe it was just that 
Dad knew how hard it was to dis- 
courage Cherry. Anyway, before 
the week had passed Dad answer- 
ed the doorbell and found a seri- 
ous-eyed young man in smart Eng- 
lish tweeds standing at the door. 

“Tve come to do your house,” 
said the young man briskly. ~ 

Dad blinked. “I guess you've 
got the wrong house. We don't 
want...” 

He thrust an engraved card at 
Dad. “I’m with Abbot, Abbot and 
Mead, Studio of House Design.” 

Dad squinted at the card. 
“You're Mathew Caraway Mead 

” There was a strained silence 
while Dad remembered Cherry's 
determination. “Come in.” 

During the next hour Dad learn- 
ed that his house was an architect- 
ural nightmare. Mr. Mead was 
baffled by the ‘style’ of the house. 
He said so. 

“It hasn’t any style,” Dad as- 
sured him. “But it’s mighty com- 
fortable anyway.” 

Mr. Mead considered Dad’s 
statement gravely and chose to ac- 
cept it as humor. He forced a 
brief laugh, and then said as sol- 
emnly as though he were taking 
an oath, “We will give it style, 
Mr. Williams. We will not consid- 
er our work completed until it is 
a house to be proud of.” 

“I'm proud of it now,” Dad 
grumbled, but the others were en- 
grossed in dozens of colorful little 
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swatches of cloth that Mr. Mead 
had dumped from his case. 


From that day forward all con- 
versation centered around wheth- 
er Mr. Mead considered a thing 
‘well done’ or ‘not well done.’ 
Table topics that used to run to 
the price of eggs, time for berry 
picking, fishing or mowing the 
lawn and similar harmless subjects 
made an abrupt change. Mom and 
Cherry argued endlessly over 
chartreuse and brown versus tur- 
quoise and brown. They worried 
whether flat paint or a high gloss 
would do most for the kitchen 
walls. And would weather strip- 
ping really keep the weather out of 
the north-exposed bedroom? 


“There’s no substitute for good 
old storm windows in this climate.” 
That was Dad’s opinion, but he 
was sorry he’d spoken because 
such remarks always brought pa- 
tient smiles. They didn’t exactly 
say his 1.Q. had deteriorated, but 
he knew that with the advent of 
Mr. Mead he had been relegated 
to the rank of the generally unin- 
formed. 

After days of verbal planning, 
changes began to show. Dad real- 
ized this abruptly when he went 
to his own personal ‘dump’ room, 
so named because there he was 
privileged to dump anything from 
golf clubs to an extra pair of boots. 

“What's happened to my room?” 
he bellowed. “It’s gone.” 


“We needed the waste space,” 


_ the walls out?” 


. when the oldest boy tried out a 


said Cherry cheerfully. “Mr. Mead 
knocked the wall out to widen the 
hall.” 


Dad grunted. “And what did 
your Mr. Mead do with my fish- 
ing tackle while he was knocking 


Cherry laughed and took his 
hand. “Come with me.” 


Dad had to smile when he saw 
how the furnace room had been 
changed. The floor was tile and 
the walls a bright yellow. One 
entire wall was lined with shelves 
and cupboards. 

Cherry flung open a_ door. 
“Fishing tackle,” she said briefly. 

Dad grunted. Sure enough. It 
was there, neat and cozy in its own 
special compartment. 

It was on Dad’s birthday that 
his old desk disappeared, and in 
its place was set a neat, leather 
topped affair. Dad touched it with 
a trembling hand and said, “Thank 
you very much. It should be real 
smooth writing.” Later he missed 
the rough spot that had been on 
the left hand drawer of the old 
desk. The roughness came there 


new pen knife. Dad liked to sit 
and let his fingers trace the carved 
initials. It made him forget the 
boy was gone for always. Still it 
wasn’t reasonable to complain, es- 
pecially when Cherry put a splend- 
id leather-framed photo of the boy 
on the desk. He could always look 
at that, only there had been some- 
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thing so much more comforting 
about the initials. They were real- 


ly part of the boy. 


Dad agreed it was quite a gala 
day when Mom’s old stove was 


carried out. She had her wish, two 
ovens with glass doors so she could 
see what was happening inside. 
Dad didn’t think a new stove 
would improve Mom’s cooking. It 
didn’t need improving, but he sort 
of wished he’d gotten the stove for 
her himself. 


She’d always said, “Now Dad. 
We can’t afford any foolishness.” 
Mr. Mead had convinced her it 
Was a necessity. 


The sink with the star-shaped 
drip mark went too. So did the 
ancient linoleum, but that was 
good. Now Dad could forget that 
the mark near the door came when 
he had dropped an armload of 
wood. 


But at last the day came when 
Albert said even Mr. Mead 
couldn't juggle the budget to afford 
any more furnishings. That sent 
Mom and Cherry into a determin- 
ed campaign of slip-covering the 
old furniture. 

“If I fell to sleep anytime be- 
fore midnight,” Dad grumbled, 
“Td likely wake up dressed in cre- 
tone of modified geometric pat- 
tern with a pleated ruffle round my 
ankles.” He felt he was lucky to 
have escaped the paint-brush treat- 
ment, because everything else of 


comparable age had been pathleps- 
ly attacked. 


A little ‘weary of Sates a strang- 
er in a stranger's house, Dad could 
still be patient as long as Cherry 
and Albert were happy, and Mom 
was so pleased. His breaking point 
came unexpectedly one sunny af- 
ternoon. He was drowsing on the 
front porch, feet on the rail. Oc- 
casionally he roused to bat a fly. 
Through the open window behind 
him he was vaguely aware of 
voices. 


“It very definitely dates the 
place,” Mr. Mead was saying firm- 
ly. “It will have to come off.” 


“If you say so, Mr. Mead,” 
agreed Cherry. “The front porch 
must certainly come off.” 


Dad was instantly awake. He 
jerked straight up in his chair. 
“Front porch,” he muttered. “What 
front porch?” 


“I guess a front porch is a dread- 
fully old-fashioned thing,” Cherry 
said as she came through the door, 
followed by Mr. Mead. When she 
saw Dad she smiled brightly. “We 
have a lovely idea, Dad. Mr. 
Mead wants to build a nice patio 
out back. You can snooze real 
comfortable out there.” 


“Tm _ real comfortable right 
here,” Dad said cautiously. 


“There won't be any porch.” 


“No one has porches anymore, 
Mr. Williams.” Mr. Mead was 
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SUITABLE FOR DAD 


patient. “They are considered 
very old-fashioned.” 

“I am old-fashioned!” bellowed 
Dad, jumping up. “And I like my 
porch.” 

There was an uncomfortable si- 
lence, and then Cherry said gent- 
ly, “But Dad. I know you don't 
want to spoil all the wonderful 
work Mr. Mead has done. He 
thinks...” 

Dad got very red in the face. 
He pounded the porch rail. “I 
don’t care what Mr. Mead thinks 

. or what Abbott and Abbott 
thinks, either. The porch stays!” 

He strode the length of the 
porch and thumped the thick cor- 
ner post. “Why just this post 
alone has a hundred memories. It’s 
been a base for the kids’ hide-and- 
seek . . . See that little heart with 
the names in it? Mom and I did 
that on our first anniversary.” He 
pointed to a series of small notch- 
es. “That’s a record of Cherry’s 
growth and...” 


Cherry laid a hand on his arm. 
“We'll build you a lovely patio, 
darling. It'll be so much more pri- 
vate than a front porch. . .” 


Dad shook her hand away impa- 
tiently. “Who wants to be so dog- 
goned private?” he snorted. “Who’s 
going to come over and chat if I 
hide myself out back? How’m I 


going to see the neighbors or. . - 

“Or how am I going to know 
what’s going on?” put in Mom, 
softly. She came out the door and 


went to stand beside Dad. He 
placed his arm round her waist. 


Mr. Mead shrugged and spread 
his hands helplessly. Cherry sighed 
and found a piece of paper so she 
could draw a sketch of what they 

planned to do, but Dad denied 
to look. 


“You take this porch away and 
your Mom and me will drag chairs 
out on the lawn,” he threatened. 
We'll sit out there and wave at 
our friends and snooze in the 
sunshine.” 


Mom nodded. She looked at 
Cherry. “One day you and Albert 
will have this house. That’s why it 
seemed a good idea to let you go 
ahead and use your money to fix it 
the way you liked it now. But as 
long as Dad likes to rock on his 
own veranda, I'm afraid it will 
have to stay.” 


“When we're gone, you and Mr. 
Mead can chop it into kindling,” 
Dad muttered. 

“Yes, Dad,” said Cherry meekly. 
She looked hopefully at Mr. Mead, 
but he was white and shocked. 


“I simply can’t let the names of 
Abbott and Abbot and Mead be as- 
sociated with a house with a front 
porch,” he said coldly. “You will 
have to dispense with our services.” 
He gathered up his case of beauti- 
ful pictures and color charts and 
swatches and left. 

Dad watched Mr. Mead’s cream 
convertible kick the William’s dust 
from its tires, and then he sat 
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down in his chair again. Mom and 
Cherry sat down, too. 

“It'll be kinda good not to smell 
fresh paint for a while,” said Mom. 

“I guess Albert will be glad Mr. 
Mead isn’t leaving any more bills 
for him to pay,” said Cherry 
thoughtfully. “Funny how a thing 
like this sort of gets out of hand.” 

“It takes your Dad to start 
things around here . . . and end 
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them, too,” said Mom complacent- 
ly. 


Dad was still thinking about his 
porch. “In a way this old ver- 
anda patterns the life of the Wil- 
liam’s family for nearly half a cen- 
tury, and that young up-start 
thought he could destroy all that,” 
he mused. He sighed, hoisted his 
legs to the railing and closed his 
eyes again. 


Woman (at the bank): “I’d like to open a joint account 


with someone who has money.” 
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“Remember, it’s got to be our speed 
— their brawn, since they outweigh us 
@ pound per man, on the average” 
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for the most welcome gift re 


In a matter of minutes many of your Christmas 
gift problems are solved. A few strokes of your 
pen on the handy order form on the next page 
will make many people happier all through 1954. 
Every month they will be reminded of your thought- 
fulness as they enjoy their own personal copies of 
The Family Digest. 


Now you can give not just one gift— 
but TWELVE to every person 
on your ‘special’ list 


Take advantage of the special Holiday Gift Rate 
and order your subscriptions in groups of three 
for $5.00. Same low, pre-inflation Christmas rates 
as in previous years.. 


3 One-Year Gift Subscriptions for $5.00 


be an armchair shopper! 


Right in your own home, order welcome Gift Subscrip- 
tions to The Family Digest for your family, relatives 
and special friends. Order in groups of three for $5.00. 
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when you give these lasting 


Holiday Gift Subscriptions 


In every home The Family Digest is a most 
welcome guest every month of the year. 
Every issue contains articles of unusual in- 
terest, inspiration and entertainment for 
all members of the family. Lively stories, 
instructive articles and significant writings 
from all over the world are welded together 
in each copy for the benefit and enjoyment 
of thousands of readers. 


If you now receive The Family Digest reg- 
ularly, you'll know what readers mean 
when they write us that: “Its the most ap- 
preciated gift.” 


A special colorful gift card 
tells of each subscription 


This gay announcement, _ inscribed 
with your name, will arrive several 
days before Christmas to be placed 
under the Christmas tree with other 
holiday presents. The first gift copy 
(January, 1954) will be there too! 


Mail your order form EARLY! 
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In every home 
ALL MEMBERS of the family 


enjoy and appreciate 


THE FAMILY DIGEST 


Where else can you find so much wholesome, interesting 
reading enjoyment for so little money invested? You're 
bound to please everyone to whom you send The Family 
Digest. 


You can do this so easily and economically—by ordering 
special Holiday Gift Subscriptions in units of 3 for $5.00. 
Of course your new or renewal subscription may be count- 
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Act now. Just fill in the order sheet on the other side 
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What To Do 


When Your Child is Ill 


Eleanor J. McKim 


\WWHEN Tommy came home from 

' the hospital with both legs in 
braces and orders to spend nearly 
twenty-fours a day in bed, I didn’t 
know how I could manage my 
busy household and keep him 
happy at the same time. In the 
months that followed I learned 
many things that are useful now 
when colds and minor ills confine 
the younger children to bed. 

I learned that loneliness is the 
chief reason children keep calling 
for drinks and new toys. And 
I was surprised how many tasks 
can be done while keeping Tommy 
company in his bedroom. The 
mending can be done there. The 
vegetables can be prepared for 
dinner while Tommy watches. 
Even the ironing hours can be 
spent with Tommy instead of in 
the kitchen or basement. And the 
trouble of moving equipment is 
nothing to the exasperation of run- 
ning up and down stairs in answer 
to peevish calls. 


Stories and Games 


While Mother’s hands are busy 
it is easy for her voice to tell the 
youngster stories. Stories grow out 


of the things in her hands. The 
shirt she is ironing can be followed 
right back to the cotton field. The 
sock she is mending can be traced 
to the woolly lamb in the meadow. 
The story that children love most 
to hear is the one about mother 
when she was a little girl. This is 
the time for that. 


Mother can play games while 
she works. “I Spy” can be as sim- 
ple as the child’s age requires. “I 
Spy something that begins with 
the sound ‘D’ and is blue and red 
and hangs on the closet door,” is 
easy enough for a three year old to 
guess or question. A nursery quiz 
is popular. “Who was frightened 
by a spider?” or “What animal 
went to school?” will start a game 
that can last for days. And teach- 
ing and “hearing” the child’s pray- 
ers can be done most effectively 
when he is confined to his bed. 

But Mother cannot spend all her 
time in the sick room and after 
some shared fun the youngster will 
turn happily to a game he can 
play by himself. A new twist will 
often add interest in standard 
equipment. Modelling clay will 
be more fun if he can use Mother’s 
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‘cookie cutters. Drawing and col- 
oring pictures to hang on strings 
or put in a scrap book is better 
than just coloring for no reason. A 
bow] of breakfast food and a pack- 
age of the smallest size baking 
cups can be a family Christmas 
dinner or a complete farm. A blan- 
ket draped over a card table set 
on the bed can be a castle or a 
bear's den. The family photo- 
graph album is a sure-fire success 
and so are the scraps from moth- 
er’s sewing box. 

Nap and bed time comes more 
easily if the waking hours are spent 
in the guest room or Mother’s bed. 


the floor. 


The blankets can be protected by 
a plastic tablecloth, slit on one side 
toward the middle and hemmed. 
This slit can be drawn around the 
child and the cloth fastened at his 
back. The bed then has complete 
coverage from spills and general 
grubbiness. The move into his own 
fresh, cool bed at the usual bed- 
time will be a marking point be- 
tween the day and the night, and 
sleep will come more readily. 

And if a week or two of illness 
seems to put undue stress on the 
household, be thankful it is only a 
week and not months and even 
years, like my Tommy. 


According to Henry Ford 


Everybody wants to be some place he isn’t. As soon as he 
gets there, he wants to go right back. 

From time waste there can be no salvage. It is the easiest 
of all waste and the hardest to correct, because it does not litter 


A business absolutely devoted to service will have only 
one worry about profits: they will be embarrassingly large. 

If you make the right price, the cost will take care of itself. 
One who fears failure limits his activities. Failure is only 
the opportunity more intelligently to begin again—Irish 
Digest. 


Don’t Bury the Living’ 
Old people sometimes acquire the feeling that they have 


. They need 


come to the end of the way when they retire . . 
something more to do, and maybe they should have remunerative 
occupation inside or outside the Home. They must have creative 
living or they actually will pass out of the picture and actually 
prepare themselves to be buried among the living. As church 
people, ours is the opportunity in this day to create for them a 
new heart, a new ambition, a new hope.—Dr. Karl P. Meister. 
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Or Doctors Can Be Wrong Too 


(Miracle Babes’ 


Angela Preston 


se AS soon as, youre strong 

“ enough,” the doctor said, 
“you must have an operation. The 
possibility of your conceiving an- 
other child is highly improbable; 
nevertheless, you must run no 
more such risks.” 

Highly improbable was right. I 
looked at him unseeingly. It had 
been thirteen long years between 
babies. 

Stevie had been born shortly 
before my nineteenth birthday. He 
had been an extremely difficult 
instrument birth, and the doctor 
advised against any more. But 
even if I hadn't been a Catholic, 
I doubt that I would have listened 
to him. 

The wonder of Stevie dulled 
for several years any acute long- 
ing for another child—although we 


thought, wistfully, how nice it © 


would be if Stevie had a playmate 
living in the same house. 

After all, when I was a girl, 
hadn’t I promised myself twelve 
babies when I married? Six boys 
and six girls? 

As the years went by and the 
hope of other babies became dim- 
mer and dimmer, my husband and 
I talked often of adopting a child. 


The longing became particularly 
acute at times when we were 
asked to be godparents for some 
new infant. But we did nothing 
about it. 

And then the hope—faint at 
first—then a full-blown reality. I 
was going to have another baby! 
After thirteen years!! 

Such plans we made! Our rela- 
tives and friends were elated, and 
months before the expected event, 
baby clothes and toys were all 
over the house. 


Born For Heaven 


Then, two and one-half months, 
ahead of time, the baby was born. 
I never saw her, even in her tiny 
casket, but from all reports she 
was beautiful—all twenty-six oun- 
ces of her. 

I thank God daily that our par- 
rish priest was there, baptising 
little Mary almost immediately. 
God let her remain in this world 
for twelve hours, then He took 
her back to heaven with Him. 
Father Martin told me I should 
be happy, not sad. We had a saint 
in heaven now, interceding for us. 

Yes. But how heart-rending to 
lose a child! She had been part of 
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me for six and one-half months. 
She had been living in my dreams 
for years and years. 


And now the doctor was tell- 
ing me I must never have another 
baby. Right then, however, I was- 
n't thinking about other babies. I 
only wanted the one I had lost. 


After I was out of the hospital 
I had to make regular trips to the 
doctor’s office. He kept harping 
on an operation, as soon as I was 
strong enough. I didn’t want an 
operation. Especially not that kind. 
Anyway, I wouldn’t be having an- 
other baby. In another thirteen 
years I’d be too old. 


Then, six months after I had 
lost my baby, I was pregnant 
again. Dr. Lynn didn’t say much, 
but I could tell he was worried. 

“Well, Angela, I'm not going to 
take this case this time,” he said. 
“Not on my own, at any rate. 
I'm sending you right now to Dr. 
Landslow. :He’s one of the best 
o.b.’s in this part of the country. 
Of course I'll be in constant touch 
with him and I'll insist on being 
with you when the time comes.” 

All along I had the feeling that 
Dr. Lynn was a little over-anxious 
and that there was really no rea- 
son why I couldn't have a full- 
time, healthy, happy baby, but 
after Dr. Landslow’s examination 
I knew he hadn't been exagerat- 
ing. 

“From your history and from 
my examination,” Dr. Landslow 
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said, “it’s doubtful that you'll be © 
able to carry this baby full term. 
Had you come to me before ~[ 
would have advised strongly 
against your conceiving another 
child. However, we'll all do the 
best we can, and you're not to 
worry one bit.” 


Quit Worrying And Prayed 


Worry! That was a laugh. I kept 
the worry to myself for as long 
as I could. I knew the family 
would be frantic when they found 
out I was pregnant again. 


But one night, while making 
my weekly hour of adoration at 
church, I started thinking. Little 
Mary at six and one-half months 
was perfectly formed and very 
strong. I had heard the nurses and 
doctor expressing amazement that 
she had lived twelve hours, weigh- 
ing only one pound ten ounces. 
With another two weeks’ growth 
she would have made it, the doc- 
tor said. If I had been able to 
carry a baby for six and one-half 
months, why not, with extra spec- 
ial care, couldn’t I carry one for 
seven months? And I felt per- 
fectly fine myself, didn’t IP 

I started right then to quit 
worrying and to start praying. 
Really in earnest this time. I made 
novenas, invoked the saints, es- 
pecially St. Joseph and St. Ray- 
mond Noonatus. The seven months 
went by, and then eight, I felt 
that I had it made. 


And I had! After making my 
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‘MIRACLE BABES’ 


hour of adoration I went home, 
shampooed and set my hair, and 
started to go to bed. An hour 
later my husband was signing me 
into the hospital. Less than two 
hours later I had a daughter. Six 
whole pounds this time and as 
strong and healthy as they come. 


The feeling that came over me 
when I held her in my arms must 
be a little sample of the feeling 
one gets when entering heaven. 


My stay in the hospital this 
time was vastly different from my 
“visit” fourteen months before. 
Then I cringed and shriveled in- 
side as I watched nurses carry 
blanketed bundles to mothers, 
while I knew that mine would nev- 
er be brought to me. Now I wait- 
ed eagerly to hold my baby in my 
arms, thanking God and all the 
saints for this miracle that had 
been bestowed on me. 


Sixteen months later I was in 
the hospital again. This time, a 
boy. Not even an eight months 
baby this time, but a lusty full- 
term seven pounder. 


“Two babies now,” my nurse 
said. She had been there during 
my two stays before. “You'll have 
your hands full when you get 
home.” 


Sort Of Uncanny’ 


“Oh, we'll manage.” I laughed. 
“Little Judy will help take care 
of her little brother. And when 
Stevie and my husband are home, 


29 


I probably won’t even get a chance 
to hold him.” 

Baby Mike is fifteen months 
old now, and Judy two and one- 
half. Since their arrival life has 
changed considerably around our 
house. One merry picnic after an- 
other. We wonder how we ever 
managed to stay occupied before 
their arrival. 

And now, in another three short 
months, another new arrival is 
scheduled. Dr. Landslow was flab- 
bergasted when I went to him 
again. “I thought you had enough 
babies by now,” he said, gruffly, 
but with a twinkle in his eye. “One 
of these days you're going to have 
to slow down, young lady.” 

“I did, for thirteen years,” I 


said, 

“Well, you've certainly made up 
for lost time,” he said. He went 
on writing something on his chart. 

“When you came to me the first 
time,” he went on, “I didn’t give 
you a one to ten chance of having 
a live baby, or of pulling you 
through. But now you're in better 
condition than you were three 
years ago and I'm predicting an 
eight-pounder this time. Your case 
is sort of uncanny.” 

“I have a good doctor,” I said. 

“It took something more than 
a good doctor to accomplish this,” 
he said. 

“Yes, it took a lot of praying, 
too,” I said. “And I'm never go- 
ing to let up on that.” 


When Helping Children 


How Far Should | 
Parents Go? 


Joan Lowery Nixon 


VERYBODY knows the father 

who jokes about doing all his 
child’s homework, and we've all 
met the opposite extreme—the fath- 
er who refuses to offer any help to 
his child, believing it’s better for 
‘him to “learn the hard way.” Both 
‘these men would be shocked if 
they were told they were holding 
back help to their children and ac- 
tually harming them. Yet, how 
many parents feel confident they 
_know how best to help their chil- 
dren with their homework? 

A teacher offers help in the 
“classroom, but when Johnny takes 
problems to work out by himself 
‘at home, there is no guiding hand 
to help him. Sometimes he strug- 
gles unhappily with his work, hat- 
ing it and hating school for the 
_frustrating position in which he 
finds himself. If someone were 


there to help guide his thinking 
processes so that he would reach 
the key to the problem, he could 
soon carry on alone with confi- 
“dence. 

"Then we have Peter, who gives 
his father or mother the homework 


assignment, his books and paper 
and runs off to play. He finds 
himself in the same hopeless situa- 
tion in class the next day. It 
doesn’t take a teacher long to find 
out a child’s parents are taking 
care of his homework. The reas- 
oning and thinking exercises which 
lead up to the answer are missing; 
so the answer itself is valueless. 
This child feels just as unhappy 
with school as the child who gets 
no help, because both children 
have mothers and fathers who 
don’t know how far parents should 
go. 

Many grammar school teachers 
are eliminating homework, not be- 
cause the child is unable to do it, 
but because the parents of younger 
children don’t know how to help 
the child with his work. Some of 
the children are unhappy, some 
confused, and the teacher is put 
in the position of having to at- 
tempt to straighten things out the 
next day. 

In my first grade classroom, I, 
as many other teachers, refused to 
let a child take his reader home, 
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HOW FAR SHOULD PARENTS GO? 31 


even when the child, fascinated by 
his newly-found ability to read a 
few words, wanted to surprise his 
family that evening. 

Why are teachers so hard-heart- 
ed? Because a proud mother too 
often takes possession of her child 
and his book and tries to make him 
memorize every one of the stories 
in the reader. The next day in 
class the child will parrot back all 
his mother had taught him, but he 
isn’t reading. In fact, after this 
“homework” he often falls behind 
the rest of his class, losing inter- 
est and confidence when he can- 
not recognize an isolated word 
from his memorized stories. 

One nun-teacher I know always 
calls together the parents of the 
children in her class at the begin- 
ning of the term. She tells them 
the very best help they can give 
their children with homework is, 
purely and simply, confidence. 

“I knit in the room in which my 
child is studying,” one mother said, 
“so I'll be nearby if he gets stuck 
on a problem, but I don’t like to 
hang over his shoulder while he’s 
working. It makes his nervous.” 

“You've got the right idea,” the 
Sister said. “Help is something to 
be requested, hot something thrust 
upon a child.” 

“But when my boy wants help,” 
a father asked, “what’s the best 
way to offer it to him?” 

This Sister explained is a basic 
rule of teaching, one which applies 
to children of all ages: When the 


child ask questions, ask him ques- 
tions in return, but make sure they 
will lead him, through his own rea- 
soning, to a correct and easy solu- 
tion. 

The well-trained teacher applies 
this rule to every activity in the 
classroom. She knows if she gives 
the answer to a question it won't 
be remembered nearly as long as if 
the child learns the answer to his 
own question by reasoning. 

As an example, this is a dialogue 
which goes on in most classrooms 
every day, applying not only to 
reading lessons, but even to discip- 
line, to games, and to cleanup 
times: 

Linda: I don’t know what this 
word is. What does it say? 

Teacher: Do you see another 
word like it? 

Linda: Ummm . . . here’s one, 
but I still don’t know. 

Teacher: Try reading the whole 
sentence. Will that help? . 

Linda: Tom threw the ball to 
Is it Jane? 

Teacher: Look at the picture at 
the top of the page and tell me 
about it. 

Linda: Tom is outside with a 
ball and Baby is watching him. 
Tom looks like he’s going to throw 
the . . . Oh! I know! The word’s 
Baby! 

“Mother” or “father” can be sub- 
stituted for the word “teacher” in 
this situation, and the result 
would be just as successful. Linda 
will remember that word when she 
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meets it again, because she had 
found it herself. How different 
would be the result if the teacher 
quickly told her the word and she 
read on, only to stumble over it 
again. 

Parents can best help when the 
child has school work to do at 


home by showing interest, by let- 
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ting the child reason out his prob- 
lems himself, and not by offering 
the easily given and easily forgot- 
ten answer. 

When they do this and parents 
watch the happy results in their 
children they'll see they have 
found the right road and knew 
just how far to go. 


Positive Future 


The natural resources of the globe as well as the prospects 
which human intelligence and industry offer for the future are 
far from justifying the gloomy forecasts of the prophets of neo- 
Malthusianism.—Vatican Letter. 
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“| should say it was a good promotion! 
Now, the office force laughs at his jokes!” 
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Don’t Neglect It 


The Soul of Your Child 


Cecilia Selander Desmond 


ALL parents want their children 

to be healthy, happy, well ad- 
justed youngsters and to grow up 
to be fine adults. Parents have the 
obligation to provide, as far as pos- 
sible, a clean house, warm clothes, 
nourishing food, and love and se- 
curity for their families. But 
sometimes mothers and fathers 
work so hard to fulfill their physi- 
cal and material obligations to their 
children that they forget their pre- 
cious little souls. 


Many mothers are perfect ex- 
amples of the busy Marthas of the 
world—so occupied with the daily 
cares of this life that they have 
forgotten that there is only one 
thing needful. 

Their children’s little bodies, 
which, even given the best of care 
must die eventually, are all im- 
portant to them. Their children’s 
priceless souls which will live for- 
ever are pushed into the back- 
ground. 

There are parents who wouldn’t 
dream of having their children miss 
regular immunization shots to forti- 
fy their bodies against disease, yet 
it hasn’t occurred to them that they 
must also help the little ones forti- 


fy their souls against the diseases 
of sin. 

Some parents train their children 
to behave for purely materialistic 
reasons. If they are good they 
reward them. If they are naughty 
they punish them. They do not 
teach them that they should be 
good because it pleases their Heav- 
enly Father, or that they must 
avoid sin because it displeases 


Stepping Stenes To Heaven 


Do you as a Catholic parent un- 
fortunately fall into any of the 
categories mentioned above? Re- 
flect on the training you are giv- . 
ing your children. Is it sufficient 
to help them work out their eternal 
salvation? Do you always remem- 
ber that material things are only 
stepping stones to Heaven? 

The moral and religious educa- 
tion of children is not an easy task 
for mothers and fathers to assume. 
Nor is it one that can be put aside 
until later. Each day presents a 
challenge that must be met by the 
way parents live, the facts and 
thoughts they transmit to their 
children, the values, beliefs and 
example they give them. 


Him. 
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It is essential that you, as a 
Catholic parent, take a vital inter- 
est and part in the religious edu- 
cation of your children. Here are 
some suggestions to help you in the 
training and care of their immortal 


souls. 


It is your moral obligation to 
give your children a good example 
to follow. All children are little im- 
itators. If their fathers and mothers 
are careless or negligent in carrying 
out their religious duties surely the 
little ones will not grow up to be 
devout Christians. 


Explain Prayers’ Meanings 


Carry out your own religious 
practices faithfully and cheerfully. 
Go to Mass and Holy Commun- 
ion regularly, daily if possible, and 
take the children to church with 
you. Even very young ones can 
be trained to behave in church if 
you explain to them that it is the 
house of God and when they visit 
Him there they must be very 
good. Having their own little pic- 
ture prayer books and rosaries will 
help a great deal in keeping them 
interested and quiet. 


Get down on your knees and 
pray where the youngsters can see 
you. They will soon want to join 
you and pray too. Start by teach- 
ing them simple short prayers and 
ejaculations. When they have 
learned these they can progress to 
the longer harder ones. 

The prayers you teach your chil- 
dren will mean a great deal more 
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to them if. you take time and ex- 
plain the meaning of each phrase 
and sentence. If you do this. they 
will understand the significance of 
the prayers and grow to love them. 


An excellent practice for Cath- 
olic parents to adopt is the habit 
of family prayers. Say the rosary 
together daily and grace before 
and after each meal. If possible 
morning and evening prayers 
should also be said in common. 
These community prayers will 
make a lasting impression upon 
your children. Later neither time 
nor the world will ever be able to 
erase them from their memories. 

It is so easy to make Jesus, His 
Blessed Mother, the Angels and 
Saints real to your family. Have 
religious statues and pictures in 
prominent places in your home and 
explain to the little ones whom 
they represent. Tell them stories 
about God and the Saints just as 
often as you tell them about Goldi- 
locks, Red Riding Hood, or Hopa- 
long Cassidy. If your children are 
small make the stories simple 
enough to be understood, but al- 
ways stick to the true basic facts. 
Every church goods store carries 
excellent Catholic storybooks for 
children. 

Start today to build up a home 
library you can be proud of; one 


that you will want your offspring 


to read. Go through your present 
books and discard any that you 
may have which you wouldn't 
want them to see. 
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Of course it goes without say- 
ing that lurid, immoral best-sellers 
and objectionable magazines or 
newspapers have no place in a 
Catholic home, especially where 
there are children. Reading im- 
proper literature can do immeas- 
urable harm to their innocent 
minds. 

Beware of, and supervise care- 
fully the comics which your chil- 
dren read. Many that are sold to- 
day are not fit for children or even 
adults to read as they glorify sex, 
crime, and other sinful things. 


Your Home Library 


As the heart of your home li- 
brary have a Holy Bible and en- 
courage its frequent reading by all 
the members of the family. Other 
fine books to include are The Imi- 
~ tation of Christ, a book of Chris- 
tian Doctrine, Bible Stories, The 
Spiritual Combat, Lives of. the 
Saints, The Young Man’s Guide 
and The Young Girl’s Guide. The 
beloved childhood classics such as 
Little Women, Black Beauty, and 
Anderson’s and Grimm’s Fairy 
Tales will also be greatly enjoyed 
by children without having any 
detrimental effect upon them. 

You can join one of the Catholic 
book clubs which provide for their 
members fine, interesting books at 
nominal cost. Many of these books 
are not of a religious nature at all, 
but they have been carefully se- 
‘ lected to be sure that they will not 
be offensive in any way. 
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Subscribe to Catholic magazines 
and newspapers and place them 
in easily accessible places in your 
home so the children can read 
them too. Instill in your little 
ones while they are young a love 
of good, worthwhile literature. 


Be very careful to always speak 
of God reverently. Nothing is more 
terrifying to a child or carries more 
the impact of anger and contempt 
of God than to curse and swear, 
using His Holy Name in vain. Im- 
agine the impression of God a 
three or four year old child will 
have if he never hears his parents 
speak of Him lovingly and prayer- 
fully; if they only call upon Him 
when they are enraged and curse 
something. Besides being gravely 
sinful for the parents to do this, it 
removes the idea of God as a lov- 
ing Father from the child’s mind . 
and replaces it with the idea of a 
wrathful, angry God Who is to be 
literally feared, not loved. Chil- 
dren should be told that God will 
punish sin, but they must be made 
to realize that He will do it in 
justice not anger. 


Send your children to a paroch- 
ial school if you possibly can. In 
this way they will receive relig- 
ious instruction along with their 
other subjects and get an excellent 
background that will stand them 
in good stead during their later 
lives. 


Always remember that the train- 
ing children receive when they are 
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young makes the greatest impres- 
sion on them and remains with 
them throughout their entire lives. 
It is very difficult to uproot chil- 
hood teachings when one is older. 


If it is impossible for you to 
send your children to a Catholic 
school enrol] them in a Catechism 
class and see that they attend reg- 
ularly. Most parishes conduct such 
classes for children who go to 
public schools. 


Many people live in rural com- 
munities where the priest can come 
only occasionally to hear confes- 
sions, say Mass, and distribute 
Holy Communion. If this is the 
case in your community organize 
your own Catechism class for your 
children and others in the vicin- 
ity. Ask your priest to recom- 
mend the proper books for you to 
use and to help you outline a 
course and organize a class. If 
any questions arise during his ab- 
sence jot them down. During his 


review the class, check up on its 
' progress and explain any difficult 
questions. He will be very happy 
to help you. 


Your Teen-Agers 


When your boys and girls reach 
their teen age years they arrive at 
a milestone in their lives both 
physically and spiritually. As they 
get older they gradually assume 
more independence and require 
less supervision, but they are not 


visit to your town the priest can. 


yet ready to strike out completely 
on their own. Mothers and fath- 
ers must still guide and direct 
them. 


If parents have given their chil- 
dren a good basic Catholic back- 
ground in their childhood the chil- 
dren will probably advance in vir- 
tue as they grow older. However, 
it cannot be taken for granted that 
this will be true in every case. 


The teen age years are so im- 
portant. Continue your children’s 
religious instructions just as dili- 
gently when they reach adoles- 
cence as you did when they were 
small. Supervise them carefully, 
direct their temporal activities into 
wholesome channels and be sure 
that they keep up their religious 
practices. Above all be careful of 
the companions they go around 
with and the books and magazines 
they read. It is so easy for chil- 
dren to start drifting away from 
God in those puzzled, skeptical, 
“oa years if their parents are 


If your boys and girls must at- 
tend a public high school substi- 
tute another form of instruction to 
take the place of the religious class- 
es they are missing. A good way 
to do this is to have them form a 
study group with other teen age 
companions. Again your priest 
will be very happy to recommend 
the books they should use. These 
study sessions could be combined 
with. social activities and thus be 
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made more attractive to the ado- 
lescents. For instance, at each 
weekly meeting an hour or two 
could be devoted to study and dis- 
cussion, and then another hour to 
dancing, a barbecue or a record 
party. 

If you are one of the fortunate 
parents whose son or daughter has 
been called to a religious vocation 
be forever grateful to God. What 
joy must be in your heart as you 
think of the great good your child 
will accomplish for God’s honor 


and glory in a life of service and 
dedication to Him. 

If your children show an inclina- 
tion to a religious vocation encour- 
age and help them in every way 
you can, There is no better way 
they could live on earth; no life 
that could prepare them so well 
for eternity. 

Pray fervently to God and ask 
Him to manifest His holy will and 
guide your children in the state 
of life that will best help to attain 
Heaven. 


Bishop’s Bread 


Makes 28” loaves 
Measure: 
2% cups sifted flour 


2 cups firmly packed brown sugar 


12 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 


Mix well, using fingers. 
Add: 
% cup shortening 


Cut in with pastry blender. When mixture is crumbly and well 
blended, measure out % cup and put aside to use as topping. 


Add to the remainder: 


1 teaspoon baking powder 
% teaspoon soda 
Combine: 1 egg, well beaten + 
3% cup buttermilk 
Stir into mixture and beat until smooth. Pour into 2 8” greased 
pie pans. Sprinkle with reserved crumbs. Bake in a moderate 
oven (350 degrees F.) 20-25 minutes. Serve hot, cut in pie shaped 
wedges. ; 
This bread is molasses brown in color, very fragrant and at- 
tractive. It is tender and should be eaten with a fork. 
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What Pius XII Said About 


The Right to Marry 


V. Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. 


ON September 7, 1953, Pope 
Pius XII addressed the dele- 
gates to the first international 
Symposium on Medical Genetics, 
held in Rome. The Holy Father 
manifested a profound knowledge 
of genetics — the science concern- 
ed with the transmission of char- 
acteristics, whether desirable or 
undesirable, by heredity, from 
generation to generation. He com- 
mented on the theory of the evol- 
ution of the human body from 
some lower form of life and, while 
encouraging diligent study on this 
matter, clearly asserted that up to 
the present no certain evidence of 
such evolution has been given. 
This is the same stand that Pope 
Pius XII took in his Encyclical 
Humani Generis. 


However, the most important 
part of the papal address is that 
which deals with the right of men 
and women to marry and to pro- 
duce offspring. The Pope agrees 
that the basic purpose of the sci- 
ence of genetics — to influence 
the transmission of hereditary fac- 
tors so as to promote the good of 
the offspring and to eliminate 
hereditary defects — is praise- 


worthy. But, at the same time, he 
points out that some of the meth- 
ods employed for this purpose are 
morally objectionable, from the 
standpoint of natural law and of 
Christian principles. 


Condemns ‘Racism’ 
One of the methods which the 


Pope condemns is “racism.” He 
does not explain this point in de- 
tail, but evidently he is referring 
to the theory that certain races 
are superior to others, so that . 
purity of racial characteristics must . 
be preserved in the former by 
every possible means, including 
the prohibition of intermarriage 
between the “higher” and _ the 
“lower” races. This doctrine was . 
upheld by the nazis, but was con- 
demned by Pope Pius XI, both in 
the Encyclical Mit brennender 
Sorge, sent to the German Bishops 
in 1937, and in a letter of the Sac- 
red Congregation of Seminaries 
and Universities to Cardinal Baud- 
rillart in April, 1938. 


Another method of promoting 
genetics reprobated by the Sover- 
eign Pontiff is the eugenic steril- 
ization of persons considered unfit 
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for parenthood — eugenic steriliz- 
ation, as it is called. Pope Pius 
XII repeats the declaration made 
by his predecessor, Pope Pius XI, 
in the Encyclical Casti connubii, 
that the direct sterilization of inno- 
cent persons is always wrong, 
whether it be temporary or per- 
petual. From this it would follow 
that the laws prevailing in many 
of our States, prescribing steriliza- 
tion for certain types of persons 
who are considered unfit for par- 
enthood because of some physical 
or mental defect are contrary to 


the law of God. 
Advice Not Force 


The Pope then discusses such 
methods as prohibition and segre- 
gation, employed in order to ex- 
clude from marriage or its use 
certain classes of persons consider- 
ed unsuitable to bring children 
into the world. His doctrine on this 
point is very definite and vigorous. 
Such measures, he says, are per- 
missable in the case of those who 
are so mentally defective that they 
cannot give an intelligent and free 
consent to the marriage contract, 
or who after marriage cannot 
claim by an intelligent and free 
act the rights of marriage. But, 
he says, apart from such cases it 
is unjust to forbid a person to 
marry merely because of some bi- 
ological or genetic or eugenic rea- 
son, whether the prohibition comes 
from a private person or from 
some public authority. 

The Sovereign Pontiff goes on 


to say that persons suffering from 
some defect that is likely to be 
passed on to their offspring should 
be advised not to marry because 
of the burdens they may impose 
on themselves, their spouses or 
their children. But, he adds, to 
advise against is not to forbid. 
For very good reasons such per- 
sons may be justified in entering 
marriage despite the possibility of 
unfortunate consequences; hence, 
it is unjust to prohibit or to pre- 
vent them to marry. 


This portion of the papal pro- 
nouncement is pertinent to our 
land, because there are many 
States which forbid the marriage 
of persons afflicted with such 
diseases as epilepsy or syphilis or 
tuberculosis. Such laws would bar 
some persons from marriage per- 
manently. According to the Pope’s 
pronouncement, these laws are a 
violation of the individual’s right 
to marry, and consequently a vio- 
lation of the law of God. 


It is worthy of note that the 
doctrine now enunciated by the 
Pope was upheld more than a 
year ago in a doctoral dissertation 
issued from the Catholic Univer- 
sity of America by the Rev. Jos- 
eph O’Brien, S.T.D. (now a mem- 
ber of the faculty of St. Joseph’s 
Seminary, Dunwoodie, N.Y.). Dr. 
O’Brien stated: “Eugenics as a 
science to develop the health of 
the race is good. . .. But a eugen- 
ics that strives to produce super- 
ior types under certain conditions 
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of development and education by 
immoral means_ is objectionable 
and morally reprehensible. Such, 
according to this writer, is legis- 
lation of those states which pro- 
hibit marriage to diseased per- 
sons.” 


Physical Examination 


This does not mean that the 
State may not demand a physical 
examination of those planning 
marriage in order that each party 
may know the physical condition 
of himself and of his intended 
spouse. For it is a serious violation 
of the natural law for a person 
with a grave physical defect, of 
which he is aware, to enter mar- 
riage without informing the other 
party of his condition. 


Hence, the State may enact 
legislation in order that this pre- 
scription of the natural law may 
be fulfilled when a person is suf- 
fering from a disease that is likely 
to be harmful to the other party 
or to the offspring. But when this 
information has been made known 
to the other party, the civil law 
may not forbid the marriage, if 
both parties wish to marry. This 
is the type of legislation that was 
enacted in Massachusetts in 1944, 
and it is fully in conformity with 
the moral doctrine of the Church. 


Finally the Pope answers those 
who strive to justify eugenic ster- 
ilization on the plea that it does 
not prevent a person from enter- 
ing marriage and making use of 


the marriage rights, but only pre- 
vents parenthood. The reply of the 
Sovereign Pontiff is as follows: 


“In an attempt to justify direct 
eugenic sterilization or the alter- 
native of segregation it is claimed 
that the right to marriage and the 
acts which it implies are not im- 
paired by sterilization, even if it is 
prenuptial, total and final. Such an 
attempt at justification is doomed 
to failure. 


“If, to a sound mind, the fact 
in question is doubtful, incapabil- 
ity of contracting marriage is also 
doubtful and this is the moment 
to apply the principle that the 
right to marry continues as long 
as the contrary is not proved with 
certainty. Even in this case mar- 
riage should be allowed, but the 
question of its objective validity 
would remain open. 

“If, on the contrary, there is no 
doubt about the above-mentioned 
fact of sterilization, it is premature 
to assert that the question of the 
right to marry is still not raised. 
but in any case this assertion per- 
mits well founded doubts.” 

The meaning of the Pope's 
words seems to be this: Some 
methods of sterilization (such as 
double vasectomy) may render a 
person not only sterile but also 
impotent and consequently in- 
capable of a valid marriage. Now, 
while the Church supports the 
principle that a person is allowed 
to marry unless it is certain that 
he is incapable of marriage (and 
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accordingly does not forbid one 
who is sterilized from contracting 
marriage as long as there is a pro- 
bability that he can perform the 
act of sexual intercourse), yet a 
marriage contracted by such a 
person, since objectively it may be 
invalid, is surely undesirable. 

This important pronouncement 
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of the Vicar of Jesus Christ will 
serve to emphasize the sound and 
unchangeable stand of the Cath- 
olic Church on the right to marry. 
This is one of the most fundament- 
al rights of a human being, which 
should be protected and safe- 
guarded by civil legislation rather 
than limited and forbidden. 


Is Snoring Good for You? 


Fortunate indeed is the family that doesn’t have at least 
one snorer. Perhaps you yourself snore? Yes? Well, don’t 
worry—some doctors say it’s good for you! 

Just recently two doctors maintained a nightly vigil over 
seven normal, healthy people—six men and a woman—whose 
ages ranged from 22 to 36 years. As they slumbered in a dark- 
ened laboratory, the doctors discovered that their snoring 
helped to refresh the blood when its oxygen content fell 


too low. 


They have now reported that a snore acts as a kind of alarm 
signal. If the oxygen content gets dangerously low the sleeper 
wakens himself with a loud snore.—Liberty. 


Laziness A Modern Menace 


Laziness seeks conformity. 


It likes things fixed and estab- 


lished; there is nothing more disagreeable to the lazy person 
than having to improvise or to make an extra effort. The spirit 
of the world and the mentality of the century have a tendency 
to seek unchanging formulas which dispense with effort. Better 
than speeches on the love of neighbor is a visit to a slum and the 
adoption of a family in misery which will make known the truly 
Catholic character of an association . . . If we were truly what 
we should be, that is convinced Christians and shining with 
charity, the world would change quickly —Cardinal Leger. 


The actor was asked why he had quit the stage. 
“Tll-health,” he replied briefly. 

“Til-health?” his friend said in surprise. | 
“Yes,” the actor said, “I made people sick.” 
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Why You're Bald .. . Or 


Facts About the Hair 


0. A. Battista 


RECENTLY, I asked Dr. Roland 

B. Wright of Philadelphia, 
“Why do men become bald?” His 
answer might surprise you. It 
went like this. 

“The best medical explanation 
for the much greater incidence of 
baldness in men as compared with 
women lies, alas, in the fact that 
men have a thinner layer of fat be- 
tween skin and bone than woman 
in this susceptible area. 

“This so-called subcutaneous fat 
becomes thinner with age and its 
disappearance is faster in the case 
of some men than others. As the 
hair line recedes, or as the small 
bald spot on the top of the head 
spreads out, the scalp fits more 
tightly around the skin. For the 
general reduction in this subcu- 
taneous fat is accompanied by a 
process of calcification of the skull. 
This results in an actual increase 
in the size of the bone structure of 
the head, which puts considerable 
tension on the scalp. Almost al- 
ways, therefore, the skin on the 
top of a bald man’s head is smooth 
and taught. 

“Unfortunately, accelerated cal- 
cification of the skull (bone-struc- 
ture growth) cuts off the blood 


supply to the hair roots, and the 
individual hairs wither, die, and 
fall out. When this occurs, bald- 
ness has set in — lotions, potions, 
and notions notwithstanding.” 

Dr. Wright offered this explana- 
tion after he and his associates 
had found upon examining dozens 
of “ideal” examples of baldness 
that the degree of baldness was in 
direct line with the amount of ex- 
tra bone structure which had been 
deposited on the skull. Women, as 
a rule, and for a still unknown rea- 
son, lose their layer of subcutane- 
ous fat much later in life. There- 
fore, they are bald far more rare- 
ly. 
The baldness which comes with 
age begins most frequently on the 
top of the head, when that omin- 
ous white spot makes its appear- 
ance. Tension zones at this portion 
of the scalp sharply reduce the 
blood supply, so that the affected 
hairs fall out in short order. Not so 
with the soft muscular sides of the 
scalp; there the hair hangs on be- 
cause blood supply to hair roots is 
maintained. 

Other Theories 


It was Charles Dickens who pro- 
posed in one of his articles the 
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FACTS ABOUT THE HAIR 


theory that shaving caused bald- 
ness in men. He assumed that 
shaving made the facial whiskers 
grow in thicker and heavier at the 
expense of taking the raw mater- 
ial away from the head. A series 
of measurements made recently 
over a one-year period has proved 
conclusively that repeated shaving 
does not cause hair to grow one 
bit faster or coarser. Even a man 
who has been shaving for years, 
will grow a soft silky beard as soon 
as he quits shaving. 

On this score, women should re- 
member that leg-shaving may be 
far safer and more practical than 
the use of questionable chemical 
depilatories. And young men need 
not unduly postpone their first 
shave for fear that it will hasten 
the need for subsequent ones. 

At the Washington University 
School of Medicine, Drs. C. H. 
Danforth and Mildred Trotter 
knocked into a cocked hat the con- 
tention that prolonged doses of 
sunlight will help to raise a healthy 
harvest of superfluous hair. Using 
a microscope and a battery of hair 
counters, Drs. Danforth and Trot- 
ter found that an entire summer of 
premeditated sun basking by 
twelve voluntary subjects had no 
effect whatsoever on rate of 
growth, amount, or texture of hair. 

Human hair is not an independ- 
ent structure growing out of the 
skin like blades of grass on your 
front lawn. The health and growth 
of human hair is directly depend- 
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ent upon a continuous fresh supply 
of blood and oxygen which must 
be carried through miles of minute 
blood capillaries to the individual 
hair-root cells. Sometimes dry, lus- 
terless hair is the doctor’s clue in 
the diagnosis of anemia. Under- 
nourished blood is a definite strike 
against keeping one’s hair. 

Each strand of human 
sprouts up from a tiny papilla 
which lies quite deep beneath the 
skin surface. As the hair protrudes 
upwards, it takes the shape of the 
follicle and becomes molded lit- 
erally into a long, thin shaft. The 
follicle in a Negro’s scalp has a 
spiral shape, which explains why 
his hair may be heavily kinked. 

A freshly pulled thread of hair 
has a small section of living tissue 
at its roots, but the rest of it is as 
lifeless as a stick of licorice. Don’t 
believe your barber if he tries to 
sell you the idea that “singeing” 
the tips of cut hair is important 
in order to close the freshly ex- 
posed pores. That part of your 


hair which he clips is lifeless, 
horny material. 
Hair Facts 
Here are a few interesting 


statistics about human hair, pro- 
vided by a Philadelphia dermatolo- 
gist. One square inch of the aver- 
age scalp holds about 1,000 hairs; 
the chances are, if you are not 
bald, that well over 100,000 hairs 
cover your scalp. If you are blonde, 
you have more hairs per square 
inch than your black-haired friend; 
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if you are a redhead, you have 
fewer hairs on your head than any- 
body you know with hair of a dif- 
ferent color. Flaxen hair is the 
finest, running as fine as one-fif- 
teen hundredths of an inch in dia- 
meter; black hair is coarsest, and 
is about ten times thicker than 
flaxen hair. 


The normal life of a single 
strand of hair may vary from a few 
months to as long as four years. 
The life of an eyelash is only about 
five months. Ordinarily, hair 
grows about one-half an inch a 
month. If you pull a single hair 
out by its roots, however, one and 
a half or two months will elapse 
before a new growth pokes its 
head above the skin. Your hair 
grows fastest during the first few 
weeks of growth, after which it 
slows down. Since old hair is con- 
stantly drying up and falling out, 
to be replaced by a new sprout at 
once, there is no need for alarm 
if long strands collect on your 
comb or hairbrush as long as the 
hair line isn’t receding or the un- 
welcome bald spot spreading. 

A characteristic of human hair 
which is even more universal than 
baldness is the graying of hair. Hu- 
man hair gets its color from a nat- 
ural pigment called melanin. Like 
so many other evidences of the 
body’s normal aging processes, as 
we grow older, we manufacture 
less and less melanin. As each 
old crop of hair dies out, therefore, 
and becomes replaced by a new 
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growth, the new growth may have 
progressively less and less pigment. 
Unfortunately, no way has been 
found yet to stimulate or reinforce 
the body’s decreased production of 
melanin as we grow older. 


Hair Does Stand On End 


Don’t be too quick to disbelieve 
reports to the effect that “So-and- 
So’s hair stood on end.” This is 
much more than a figure of speech. 
It does happen, and can be made 
to happen experimentally. For, 
at the base of each hair fiber there 
is attached a tiny muscle. Any 
number of things, from an electric 
shock to Frankenstein, may acti- 
vate these tiny muscles in such a 
manner that they made the hair 
stand straight out. 


“What can I do about keeping 
my hair?” I asked a doctor friend 
at McGill University. 


“Keep your head for one thing,” 
he replied. “Don’t get excited 
when more hair than usual seems 
to come out after you brush your 
scalp, and run out and buy a doz- 
en ‘hair tonics.’” 

“Avoid letting your hair get too 
dry; work into it occasionally a 
drop or two of olive oil. And by 
all means be particular what you 
load it down with. Most important 
of all, if your conscientious efforts 
to prevent yourself from falling out 
with your hair fail miserably, take 
it like a man and blame your bald- 
ness on your ancestors, who won't 
object to being blamed at all.” 
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‘Positive’ Choice in Reading 
Matter — Archbishop Karl J. Alter 
of Cincinnati has urged parents to 
give their children “positive” help 
in choosing their reading material. 
In a pastoral letter, Archbishop 
Alter reminded parents of their 
duty to supervise their children’s 
reading matter. He said this should 
be done “not merely in a negative 
way by prohibiting dangerous and 
harmful books and periodicals, but 
rather through positive recom- 
mendations helping them to select 
good books.” 

The Archbishop also reminded 
parents that their responsibility did 
not cease when the child is sent 
to school and urged them to co- 
operate with school and church 
authorities to meet educational 
problems. While pointing out that 
the social environment of the child 
exercises a “powerful influence” in 
the formation of character, Arch- 
bishop Alter emphasized the need 
for parental vigilance in the super- 
vision of leisure time, the choice of 
entertainment and associations, and 
the supervision of the child’s read- 
ing material. He also warned that 


“too much severity will be as harm- 
ful as too great laxity.” 


* & 


Widow’s Mite—Eight of the ten 
sons of Mrs. Arthur C. Hoene of 
Duluth saw service in the armed 
forces of their country in World 
War II or the present emergency. 
Mrs. Hoene, a widow, has two 
sons who did not see military ser- 
vice, and two daughters. 


Her sons who did not serve in 
the armed forces are: Father Rob- 
ert Hoene, S.J., studying for the 
priesthood during World War II, 
and John Hoene of Duluth, father 
of eight—deferred from service be- 
cause of dependents, 


Two of her sons are on active 
duty with the Navy at Great 
Lakes, Ill., Lieut. David Hoene, 
aide to the Commandant of the 
Ninth Naval District, and Richard 
Hoene, an enlisted man at the 
Navy Training Center. Another 
son, Arthur Hoene, Jr., is a Coast 
Guard officer stationed in Ger- 
many. Herbert Hoene of Duluth 
recently was discharged from the 
Army. The other Hoene boys — 
Howard, of Billings, Montana; 
Thomas, of St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
and Philip and William, of Duluth 
—served in World War IL. 

* & 

Marriage and Jubilee — It was 
something like pushing the clock 
back fifty years. Back in 1903, a 
young Benedictine priest officiated 
at the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney J. Wallace, who now reside 
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in Covington, Louisiana, at St. Jos- 
eph’s Abbey here. 

The other day, the same priest, 
Abbot Paul Schaeuble, O.S.B., now 
retired, witnessed the renewal of 
the marriage vows of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace on their golden wedding 
anniversary, in the same church. 
Father Odilo Alt, pastor of the 
Abbey-Church, offered the Mass 
of Thanksgiving. 

* * 


Housing Picture — Housing con- 
struction during the decade 1940- 
1950 continued a “long-term 
trend” toward the “moderate-size 
unit” of four or five rooms, the 
Bureau of the Census has reported 
here in its 1950 census of housing. 
The report states that the trend to- 
ward smaller dwellings has been 


apparent ever since the Bureau be-. 


gan collecting housing statistics in 
1880. 

The Census Bureau found that 
compared with a gain of 23 per 
cent in the total number of dwell- 
ings, the number of units with four 
or five rooms increased in the de- 
cade 1940-1950 by 36 percent 
During the same time the percen- 
tage and the number of dwellings 
with as many as eight rooms de- 
creased, the Bureau reports, again 
indicating the trend toward small- 
er housing units. 

The Bureau found that in 1950, 
as in 1940, the largest percentage 
of homes in the United States— 
$8.5 in 1940 and 43.1 in 1950 — 
were in the four or five-room cate- 
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gory. The latest report also indi- 
cates another “significant develop- 
ment” in the housing picture—sub- 
stantial increase in home owner- 
ship. 

* 


Twins With Twin Vocations — 
Twin sisters with twin vocations 
made their religious profession as 
Sisters of Notre Dame in Cleveland 
recently. The twins, Ruth and Rita 
Perl, joined two other of their sis- 
ters in the Notre Dame commun- 
ity. Rita Perl’s name in religion is 
Sister Jane Ann and Ruth Perl is 
Sister Judith Ann. Their sisters 
in the community are Sister Lau- 
reen, who was professed in 1942, 
and Sister Paul Ann, who was pro- 
fessed in 1948. 

* * 

Sterilization Condemned—‘Ster- 
ilization of unfits” was condemned 
by India’s Health Minister as “un- 
scientific, unethical and impracti- 
cable” when a proposal to intro- 
duce it in India was discussed in 
parliament here. The proposal was 
made in the Upper House as a 
non-official resolution introduced 
by Lilavathi Munshi. Miss Mun- 
shi called for compulsory steriliza- 
tion of all adults suffering from in- 
curable diseases or sanity, with 
a view to “securing the develop- 
ment of a healthy and strong na- 
tion and also to check the gout 
of the family.” 


Opposing the suggestion, Chris- 
tian Health Minister Rajakumari 
Amrit Kaur said that if the resolu- 
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tion were adopted, persons suffer- 
ing from such diseases would never 
come forward for treatment, but 
would hide the disease till it reach- 
ed an advanced stage. Pointing 
out that no disease was incurable, 
the Health Minister said: “From 
the point of view of science the 
suggestion is wholly unscientific, 
from the point of view of ethics it 
is wholly unethical, and from the 
point of view of practicability, it is 
wholly impracticable.” 


Birth Total Grows—The national 
birth total continued to rise dur- 
ing the first three months of 1953, 
after setting a new annual record 
of 3,889,000 registered and unreg- 
istered births in 1952, according to 
vital statistics estimates released by 
the Public Health Service of the 
Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. 

Births during the first quarter of 
1953 were running about 29,000 
ahead of the same period last year, 
an increase of 3 percent. March 
was the tenth consecutive month 
in which the estimated total births 
topped corresponding monthly fig- 
ures for the previous year. 

The level of births for the first 
three months is at an annual rate 
of 25 live births per 1,000 popula- 
tion. This is slightly higher than 
the birth rate for the first quarter 
of 1952. 

Since the end of world War II, 
more children have been born ev- 
ery year than in any wartime or 
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prewar year. From 2,858,000 of 
registered and unregistered live 
births estimated for 1945, the to- 
tal soared to 3,817,000 in 1947. 
After dropping to a slightly lower 
level for the next three years, birth 
totals reached a new high in 
1951 and broke the record again 
in 1952. 


Fewer Marriages and Divorces— 
The marriage rate in 1951 dipped 
to its lowest point since 1938, and 
the divorce rate to the lowest 
since 1941, according to provision- 
al vital statistics released by the 
Public Health Service of the Fed- 
eral Security Agency. The 1951 
marriage rate—10.4 per thousand 
population—showed a 37 percent 
drop from the 1946 all-time peak. 


Since the postwar demobiliza- . 
tion period, marriage rates have 
generally fallen off as the wave of 
marriages reduced the number of 
single persons of marrying age. 
During the past few years the 
number of young persons reaching 
marrying age has been relatively 
small because of low birth rates 
during the business depression of 
the early 1930's. 


Marriages in 1951 totaled 1,- 
594,900, or 72,300 fewer than in 
1950. The marriage rate fell by 
6 percent. 


An estimated 371,000 divorces 
were granted in 1951, compared 
with 385,100 divorces in 1950. The 
1951 total includes reports from 
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$2 States and the District of Co- divorces were granted in 1951, 
lumbia, and an estimate based on compared with 2.5 in 1950. Since 
1950 divorces in States not report- the 1945 all-time peak, the di- 
ing last year. vorce rate has dropped 44 per- 
For every 1,000 persons, 2.4 cent. 


Scandal Is Sin, Not Headlines 


Too many parents think of the word scandal in terms of 
“screeching headlines” and not enough about the serious sin of 
giving scandal to their own children, states Father Alfred Rush, 
C.SS.R. 


The Redemptorist priest points out that scandal comes from 
a Greek word which means stumbling block. He says that, speak- 
ing spiritually, scandal is anything that causes a person spiritual 
harm, leads him to fall from the path of holiness and to end up 
spiritually hurt. 


“Parents who are careless in their duties to God and Church, 
parents who fight and wrangle, parents who revel in gossip give 
scandal to their children. They harm their children spiritually. 
Why? The reason is clear. Children see their parents failing in 
these matters. They follow in their parents’ footsteps. They grow 
careless in their duties to God and Church, make little of Christ's 
law of love and charity. Thus the acts of the parents are like 
stumbling blocks that cause the children to fall from the path of 
holiness and suffer spiritual harm.” 

Father Rush counsels parents to be on their guard to live 
holy lives and set a pattern of truly Christian living. He gives 
this bit of advice: “But as children grow up there are some par- 
ents who do not let their children stand on their own. They have 
to watch over them, guard them, do everything for them, in a 
word, keep them babies all their lives. Such children are not 
being brought to Christ, because the process of bringing a boy 
and girl to Christ means that parents must help them to grow 
into Christlike men and women who can take their place in life 
and stand on their own.” 


No one ever succeeded in accomplishing anything he failed 
to start.—Ruth Smeltzer. 
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Three great books of 
CONVERSION 
STORIES 


Intimate, personal stories of peopie 
from various walks of life 


THE OPEN DOOR 


HOW CONVERTS ARE MADE, Father O’Brien’s report on Catholic 
Digest’s national survey, plus stirring stories showing how men and 
women have won hundreds of churchless persons to the Church. 


What leads converts to the Church? Here are more than 80 
short human interest stories telling of incidents which led to con- 
versions. They include: A Bridge Game — A Sudden Shower — A 
Rabid Rabbit — A Librarian’s Looks — Three Kind Words — An 
Earthquake — Death Row — A Bookie — A Pick-up —Forced 
Reading — Sweeney’s Icicle — and dozens more. Single Copy $1.00 
postpaid. Five or more 80c each, $65.00 per 100 postpaid. 


THE WAY TO EMMAUS 


This new 368-page volume, edited by Father O’Brien, is unique 
among all volumes of convert stories. It embodies the stories of 
those who have studied the longest and thought the deepest to 
determine with certainty the true Church. 

The stories of these modern people are told with reverence, 
humility, and charity toward members of all faiths, and a sincere 
desire to help others. They are neither propaganda nor chapters 
of a sales talk. These men and women tell their stories with the 
sole thought that their disclosures may point out to other groping 
souls the paths that lead to Christ and His Church. Paper-bound — 
$2.50 postpaid, Five or more, $2.00 each postpaid, 25 or more, $1.35 
each, plus postage. 


PATHS TO CHRIST 
This 225-page volume is the answer to a world-wide demand .. . 
for the experiences of new converts to Catholicism from all walks 
of life. In PATHS TO CHRIST, society in all its ranks is well 
represented. 

Forty intimate and revealing stories, brought together under 
one cover by Father O’Brien, with his own words of introduction 
about each ‘guest writer.’ Paper-bound — $1.50 postpaid, Five or 
more, $1.25 each postpaid. 100 copies, 70c each, plus postage. 


These 3 best sellers are yours for only $4.00! 


(Regular retail value $5.00 — save one dollar!) 


Our Sunday Visitor HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 


4 
f > 
jj \ 
Cy 7) 
/ 


15 Colorful Christmas Cards 


— ONLY.$1.00 PER BOX! 


New designs — beautiful colors — all different! 


Each card is masterfully produced in soft pastel 
tints or vivid colors, faithfully reproducing each 
modern or Old World masterpiece. Truly, fine 
color lithography, combined with appropriate Chris- 
tian sentiments for the holiday season. These 
cards help you to put Christ back into CHRISTmas! 


You will be delighted to receive and send out 
such new and strikingly beautiful cards. Many 
have companion color illustrations on the inside 
and all contain warm, personal greetings you’ll be 
proud to send to family, relatives and special friends. 
Each set of 15 cards is packed with special envel- 
opes in an attractive full-color gift box. Better 
order EARLY. Last year’s deliveries set a record! 
So, order enough card boxes TODAY, while the 
supply is fresh and adequate. 


Only $1.00 per box of 15 
Quality prices furnished on request 


ORDER EARLY! Use this handy coupon 


for 1953 for which | enclose $ -......-..-....... payment in full. 


NAME 
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Our Sunday Visitor, Huntington, Indiana 


Please send me 


PATE BREE boxes of new OSV Religious Christmas Cards 


ADDRESS 
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Colorful Christmas 


ONLY.$1.00 PER BOX! 


New designs — beautiful colors — all different! ‘ 
Each card is masterfully produced in soft pastel . 
tints or vivid colors, faithfully reproducing each é 


modern or Old World masterpiece. Truly, fine ; 
color lithography, combined with appropriate Chris- | 


tian sentiments for the holiday season. These 
cards help you to put Christ back into CHRISTmas! 

You will be delighted to receive and send out \ 


such new and strikingly beautiful cards. Many 
have companion color illustrations on the inside 
and all contain warm, personal greetings you’ll be 
proud to send to family, relatives and special friends. 
Each set of 15 cards is packed with special envel- 
opes in an attractive full-color gift box. Better 
order EARLY. Last year’s deliveries set a record! 
So, order enough card boxes TODAY, while the 
supply is fresh and adequate. ; 


Only $1.00 per box of 15 
Quality prices furnished on request 


ORDER EARLY! Use this handy coupon ¥€ 


Our Sunday Visitor, Huntington, Indiana 


Please send me _....... boxes of new OSV Religious Christmas Cards 


for 1953 for which | enclose $__................ payment in full. 
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